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Welcome and 
Good Morning!
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Lessons from the Garden









Loving God,

Sometimes we want to give up, especially when we don’t see anything 

good happening. When things aren’t going well, we can get tempted to say 

I quit.  I don’t want to try any more. 

Father, You never give up on us.  Don’t let us give up, either.  Let us keep 

trying to follow you, even when we get lost and wander in our own desert.  

Give us renewed heart and hope as we journey on with you. Amen.

Opening Prayer



Who was Moses?
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•Leader

•Liberator

•Lawgiver



(It takes eleven days to go from Horeb [Mount Sinai]

to Kadesh Barnea [southern border of ancient Israel]

by the Mount Seir road. [mountainous wilderness])

Deuteronomy 1: 2







40 YEARS !!?



We are a wilderness wandering people  

On a journey of the soul.

May we find our destination

In our longing to be whole.

Our Holy God is calling to us,

With Jesus by our side

May compassion be our compass; 

May the Spirit be our guide.

May we cherish all our children, 

Let us heal our family’s pain.

Help us cure our city’s madness, 

Let love and justice reign.

Reconciled with one another

In prayer and praise and song,

We’re the body of Christ together

And we know that we belong.



Who hid the GPS? 



Exodus 5: 20

May the LORD look on you and judge you! 

You have made us obnoxious to Pharaoh 

and his officials and have put a sword in 

their hand to kill us.

Reader #1



Exodus 16:4

If only we had died by the LORD's hand in Egypt! 

There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the 

food we wanted, but you have brought us out into 

this desert to starve this entire assembly to death.

Reader #2



“If only we had meat to eat! We remember 

the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost—also the 

cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and 

garlic. But now we have lost our appetite; 

we never see anything but this manna!”

Numbers 11:4

Reader #1



Reader #2

Exodus 17:3

Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make 

us and our children and livestock die of thirst?







Moses is a role model for us all. 

He is the eternal symbol of a human being

made great by what he strove for, 

not by what he actually achieved.—

Jonathan Sacks



Never again did there arise a prophet in Israel like Moses, 

whom the Lord knew face to face, who did all those signs and 

wonders the Lord sent him to do in Egypt... 

For no one has ever shown the mighty power or performed the 

awesome deeds that Moses did in the sight of all Israel.

Deuteronomy 34: 10-12



The LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron and his sons, 

‘This is how you are to bless My People. Say to them:

“The LORD bless you and keep you;

the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you;

the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace.”’

Numbers 6: 22-26
The Blessing



Father,  what challenges Moses faced that tested his patience 

and ability to forgive, as he led Your people for forty years—

they whined and complained, and sinned against You.  

We, too, face challenges that try our patience and ability to 

forgive.   Instead of giving in to our all-too-human 

inclination to get angry and upset, help us show others some 

measure of the mercy and grace and love You have always 

given to us.  Help us be like Moses and don’t give up. 

Amen.

Community Prayer



We give thanks for this wonderful, 
generous community of faith.  

Offering and Doxology
UM Hymnal 95 
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Benediction


