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Culmore 
United Methodist Church

Welcome and 
Good Morning!
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Op

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks



Followership
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Opening Prayer

Loving God,   Like Moses, we want to follow you faithfully, but it’s hard to do.  

We want to KNOW the route before we get started.  We want to KNOW what lies 

ahead so we can avoid the bumps in the road.  We like to KNOW the plan in 

advance.  We just plain like to KNOW.

Couldn’t we just be in charge ourselves, and then check in with you from time 

to time?  Couldn’t we pick our own path and You follow our lead?

But that is not Your way.  We need to grow in followership. We need to listen, 

trust, and obey, just as Moses did. Lord, help us become faithful followers.  Amen.



Art by Sue Carroll



Numbers 32:11

Because they have not followed me wholeheartedly, 

not one of them…will see the land I promised 

on oath to Abraham. 
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Numbers 14:24

But because my servant Caleb has a different 

spirit and follows me wholeheartedly, I will 

bring him into the land he went to, and his 

descendants will inherit it.



1 Kings 14: 8

…You have not been like my servant David, 

who kept my commands and followed me

with all his heart, doing only what was right 

in my eyes.



Matthew 4:19

Come, follow me,

and I will make you fishers of men.



You call me out upon the waters
The great unknown where feet may fail
And there I find You in the mystery
In oceans deep my faith will stand.

And I will call upon Your name
And keep my eyes above the waves
When oceans rise
My soul will rest in Your embrace
For I am Yours and You are mine.

Your grace abounds in deepest waters
Your sovereign hand will be my guide
Where feet may fail and fear surrounds me
You've never failed and You won't start now.

Spirit lead me where my trust is without borders
Let me walk upon the waters
Wherever You would call me
Take me deeper than my feet could ever wander
And my faith will be made stronger
In the presence of my Savior.



What will it cost?



Genesis 18: 25

Far be it from you to do such a thing — to kill the righteous 

along with the wicked!... Far be it from you! 

Shouldn’t the judge of all the earth do what is just?”



Why, Lord, why have you 

brought trouble to this people? 

Exodus 5:22



Job 25: 3-7; 10-12

Oh, that I knew where I might find the 

Lord, if only I could go to his dwelling!

I would state my case before him and 

fill my mouth with arguments.

I would learn what he would  

answer me, and understand

what he would say to me.
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Would he contend with me in the greatness of his power?  

No, he would not press charges against me.  

There the upright could reason with him, and I  

should be acquitted forever by my judge.
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But he knows the way that I take…. My feet have closely followed 

his steps. I have kept to his way without turning aside….

I have treasured the words of his mouth more than

my daily bread.
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God Himself chooses active, critical followers 

rather than those who silently obey.

—Jonathan Sacks.



A disciple may criticize his teacher;  

a child may challenge a parent;           

a Prophet may challenge a King…      

and all of us are summoned to wrestle 

with God and our fellow humans in the 

name of the right and the good.

—Jonathan Sacks 
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Wonder where 
I’ll drift today…
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Community Prayer

All powerful God our Father, 

You have promised to lead and take care of us, and have told us to 

trust in You.  Everything belongs in Your hands.  However, we recall it 

took Your people 40 years to get the hang of this, even after You parted 

the Red Sea for them and rained down manna from heaven for their 

food.  

Father, we don’t want it to take us that long to learn how to trust, 

follow and obey You, because that is the only way to journey with You.  

You also have work for us to accomplish for Your kingdom!  AMEN



We give thanks for this wonderful, 
generous community of faith.  

Offering



Communion
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Holy Communion

My sisters and brothers, Christ invites  us all to 

His table.  He asks that we love him, confess our 

sins, and grow close to him in faith. 

In this holy space, let us prepare our hearts and 

minds to receive his holy sacrament. 



Prayer of Confession & Declaration of Forgiveness 

Our heavenly Father, You know how often we stumble.  We don’t 

come to this table trusting in ourselves; but instead, trusting in You 

and Your unfailing mercy.  

Christ died for us while we were yet sinners, which proves His love 

and grace.  We are a forgiven people.  Amen



The Great Thanksgiving

Pastor: The Lord be with you; 

Congregation: and also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them up to the Lord.

Pastor: It is a good and joyful thing to always give thanks to you.

Even when we turned away and our love failed, your love 

remained steadfast. And so we praise Your Holy name.



Leader: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,

Leader: God of power and might, 
God of power and might, 

Leader: Heaven and earth are full of your glory
Heaven and earth are full of your glory

Leader: Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna in the highest. 

Leader: Blessed is the one who comes 
Blessed is the one who comes 

Leader: in the name of the Lord.
in the name of the Lord.

Leader: Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest. 



On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took the bread, 

gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.                                                                  

Do this in remembrance of me.”



When the supper was over, he took the cup,  he 

gave thanks to You, gave it to his disciples, and 

said, “Drink from this all of you.  This is my 

blood of the new covenant poured out for you 

for the forgiveness of sins.   Do this, as often 

as your drink it, in remembrance of me.”



When the supper was over, he took the cup, 

gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said, 

“Drink from this all of you. This is my blood of the new 

covenant poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as your drink it, in remembrance of me.”

… And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ  we offer 

ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice in union 

with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.



Leader:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again 

Leader:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
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All honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever.

Amen, amen, amen.

Amen, amen, amen.



Loving and eternal God,  pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here and on 

these gifts of bread and wine.  Make them be for us the body and blood of 

Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.  

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in 

ministry to the entire world, until Christ comes in final victory. Amen

Blessing of the Elements



Just as there is one loaf, we who are many are one body. 

Just as we all partake of one loaf, the bread which we share 

is also a sharing in the body of Christ. 

The cup over which we give thanks is a sharing of the Blood of Christ.

Breaking of the Bread Lifting of the Cup



Partaking of the Elements



Benediction
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