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DAY 1 

 
 
 

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son, 

that whosoever believeth on Him shall not perish, but have 

everlasting life.”  John 3:16  (KJV) 

 

*** 

Father God, how grateful we are that our LORD Jesus gave up 

His glorious life in Heaven and His physical life too, so that we 

could encounter You for ourselves.  How great that sacrifice was 

for us!   

 

It is truly awesome that You want everyone to experience Your 

mercy and grace and peace!    

 

LORD, thank You for giving us the privilege of serving You by 

sharing with others the knowledge of Your love and grace.   Amen  

 

 



                                                                                            

 
 

DAY 2 
 

 
 

Then Jesus was led out into the wilderness by the Holy Spirit, 

to be tempted there by Satan. For forty days and forty nights he 

ate nothing and became very hungry.  

-  Matthew 4:1-2 (TLB) 

 

*** 

 

Father God, are we ever surrounded by temptations of every 

sort!  Our LORD Jesus knew from His own experience what it was 

that we are going to encounter.  Satan offered Him some very 

desirable alternatives in that desert that were wrong, as He fasted 

before beginning His ministry.   

 

We are grateful for the example Jesus gave to us, that will work 

equally well with what we encounter—using God’s Word wisely!  

Amen  



 

DAY 3 

 

 

Jesus said to them, “Come with me! I will teach you how to bring 

in people instead of fish.” 

-  Matthew 4:19 (CEV) 

 

*** 

LORD, what a diverse group of individuals You chose for Your 

first disciples!  And what a lot of changes in their lives were 

required as they went forth in Your service.   

 

And what a lot of changes You make in our lives too, as we go 

forth to reach out to the world for You.  Your ways of teaching 

show such love and understanding of Your people.  Help us to 

teach that way to others also.    

 

Here we are.  Send us!  Amen   

 

 



                                                                                              
DAY 4 

 
 

Measure how high heaven is above the earth;  
God’s wide, loving, kind heart is greater  

for those who revere Him.  

-  Psalm 103:11 (VOICE) 

 

*** 

God of every land and nation, You have created all people, and 

You live among us still through the life of Christ Jesus.  

 

Listen to the calls of those who pray to You, from every nation 

and tribe, in every language, as we declare the greatness of Your 

name.   

 

Let all people see the power of Your love at work, in every 

corner of the world.   

 

Then all creation will see Your glory, and come to know Your 

son, Jesus the Christ.  Amen  



DAY 5 

 

Jesus said, “I am the vine; you are the branches. 

 If you remain in me and I in you,  

you will bear much fruit.  

-  John 15:5 (NIV) 

 

*** 

We are so imperfect on our own, but when we remain connected 

to You, through prayer and study of Your Word, we can take on 

everything You have planned for us to do for You.   

 

Help us to do all that we can to stay in close connection with 

You, our source of life.  We have so many resources to use, Your 

Word, books of inspiration, even time spent with other people of 

faith, but most of all, time spent talking to You in prayer.   

 

We just need to take advantage of all these means of Your grace!  

Amen  

 



  
DAY 6 

 

 
 

The Lord is my shepherd. I will always have everything I need. He 

gives me green pastures to lie in. He leads me by calm pools of 

water. He restores my strength. He leads me on right paths to 

show that he is good.  - Psalm 23:1-3 ( NKJV) 

 

*** 

 

LORD Jesus, how grateful we are for this reminder of Your 

loving care, how it covers all that we need in every area of our 

lives.  How this picture comforts us in times of great trial!   

 

Forgive us, LORD, for our tendency to stray, instead of 

remembering who we are in Christ Jesus—Your children, called 

by Your name, washed clean, and forgiven, ready always for 

faithful service to You, always taken care of.  Amen 

 

 
 

                                                                  



DAY 7 
 

 
 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart; 

    do not depend on your own understanding. 

Seek His will in all you do, 

    and He will show you which path to take.  

-  Proverbs 3:5-6 (NLT) 

 

*** 

 

LORD Jesus, there are times when it is a challenge to trust in 

You and God’s goodness.  When the road becomes long and 

difficult, and we are short on our own answers, help us to seek the 

comfort and strength that comes from our relationship with You.  

You are the one with all the answers!   

 

We need to bring You all of our concerns, knowing that You can 

even handle it when we might tend to be critical, and question the 

way things are going at the time.   

 

   Help us to always come to You first, so You can set us on the 

right path for us.  Amen 



DAY 8 
 

 
David said: “You saw me before I was born and scheduled each 

day of my life before I began to breathe. Every day was recorded 

in your book!”     - Psalm 139:16  (Living Bible) 

 

*** 

 

LORD Jesus, we don’t hear so much about Your brother James 

during Your lifetime.  But there is so much of the wisdom and 

grace he must have learned from You, that we see in the book of 

James.  

 

We know for ourselves how spending time with You changes us!  

We are not the same people we were at the beginning of our 

spiritual journeys, because You are always beside us.   

 

Help us to choose to be with You, and to allow that to change us 

to be more like You, LORD!  Amen   

     



 

DAY 9 

 
 

Let us put everything out of our lives  

that keeps us from doing what we should.   

Let us keep running in the race that  

God has planned for us. 

-  Hebrews 12:1 (NLV) 

 

*** 

LORD Jesus, the road that we travel as people of faith does 

seem at times like running on a racecourse at top speed.  The 

world is flying past us at warp speed.  But the situations we 

regularly encounter do require our best efforts, anyway.   

 

Help us deal with those obstacles, the “lack of time” to spend in 

communication with You, the times we just plain don’t notice that 

which needs our attention, or the times we are so wrapped up in 

our own situations that we don’t give time and attention where it 

is really needed.  “Liberated” race runners are needed everywhere 

these days!  Amen 

 



 

DAY 10 
 

 
 

Paul said, “He encourages us in every trouble, 
so that we may be able to encourage those 

who are in any trouble, through the very encouragement with 
which we ourselves are encouraged by God. 

– 2 Corinthians 1:4  (TLV) 
 

*** 

LORD Jesus, there are so many things happening today that 

might cause us to become down, discouraged, if we allow that to 

happen.   

 

Help us instead to be good ambassadors for You, telling others 

about who You are, Your loving care, and all the promises God 

makes to His children.   

 

Thank You that we have stories to share, to make that real for 

others!  Amen  

 

 



 

 
DAY 11 

 

 
 

Jesus said, “I am come that they might have life,  

and have it in abundance.” 

-  John 10:10b  (CSB)  

 

*** 

LORD, through your example, you have taught us that we need 

to:  

• Pray constantly.   

• Love God with everything we have. 

• Love one another as You have loved us.  

 

Most of all, LORD, help us as we share our love of life in You, so 

that others can experience it the same way we do!  Amen 

 

 

 

 



DAY 12 
 

 
 

I look to the hills!  Where will I find help? 

It will come from the LORD, 

    who created the heavens and the earth. 

-  Psalm 121:1-2 (NKJV) 

*** 

Father, how grateful we are for Your mercy and Your grace, 

such unmerited favor!  Instead of giving us what really deserve, 

You shower us with Your many blessings.   

 

How grateful we are that You are aware of all that we need on a 

daily basis.   We can always come to You with whatever needs and 

concerns we have, bringing those of our loved ones and others as 

well.   

 

We live in an increasing dangerous and chaotic world.  How we 

need Your loving and gracious presence in our lives for help every 

minute of every day!                                      

 

 



 

DAY 13 

 

The Lord God has told us what is right 

    and what He demands: 

“See that justice is done, let mercy be your  

first concern, and humbly obey your God.” 

-  Micah 6:8 (CEV) 

 

*** 

Loving mercy and showing it to others—that should be easy, or 

is it, LORD?  You love both mercy and justice to prevail, but that 

seems so lacking in our culture right now.   

 

LORD Jesus, come walk with us as we humbly look for ways to 

do what You would do, if You were still on earth!   

 

Bring us into situations where we can make a difference for 

You, as we encounter those for whom there seems to be no mercy 

or justice.  Amen   

 

 



DAY 14 

 

 
 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his 

brother John and led them up a high mountain, by themselves.  

And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the 

sun, and his clothes became dazzling white.  

Matthew 17: 1-2 

 

*** 

 

What a sight that must have been for Peter and James and 

John.  If only we could have seen what they saw.  What glory and 

grace!  

 

Help us become people who demonstrate Your love and grace 

and peace to everyone we meet. Open our eyes and hearts to see 

each person and situation through the lens of Your love and grace.   

We too need to be transformed!   

 

                



DAY 15 

 

 
 

Jesus came toward them walking on the sea very early in the 

morning.  When the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they 

were terrified. “It’s a ghost!” they said, and they cried out in fear. 

Immediately Jesus spoke to them. “Have courage! It is I. Don’t be 

afraid.” 

“Lord, if it’s you,” Peter answered him, “command me to come 

to you on the water.” 

-  Matthew 14:25-28 (CSB) 

 
*** 

 
We have to love Peter!  Jumping right in, without thinking.  

While others were fearful and anxious, he was the one who looked 

to You and ran to meet You.   

   

Help us to stop staying in the boat where it’s safe and 

comfortable, instead of getting out there where real life happens.   

 

Lord, grow our faith and help us follow through when You 

challenge us.  Amen   

 



 

DAY 16 
 

 
 

But Jesus replied, “Why are you so afraid? You surely don’t 

have much faith.” Then he got up and ordered the wind and the 

waves to calm down. 

And everything was calm. 

-  Matthew 8:26 (CEV) 

 

*** 

 

Our lives are so full of storms right now.  There is much 

happening around us that makes us afraid, if we allow it to.   

 

LORD, help us to find out how great is the peace You give, when 

we learn to put aside all our fears, our own plans, our own 

intentions.   

 

You have a plan for the lives of everyone, that is so perfect when 

we call on You to rescue us, again and again!  Amen   

 

 

 



                                                             DAY 17 

 

 
 

Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! 

As the Father has sent me, 

I am sending you.” 

-  John 20:21 (NIV) 

Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 

John 21:16(b) (NIV) 

 

*** 

 

 Abba Father, how grateful we are that You are a Loving and 

Gracious God, who gives us second and third and fourth chances 

to get things right!   

 

Like Peter, we “miss the mark” pretty often.  But we want to do 

our very best, when You call us into Your service, just as Peter did 

when called by His LORD to feed His sheep.   

 

LORD, in Your grace, please keep giving us chances, chances to 

make a difference in the lives of those around us.   

 

Help us to recognize all the “sheep” to whom You want us to 

show Your love and grace.  Amen    



 

DAY 18 

 

 
 

Jesus responded, “Thomas, now that you’ve  seen Me, you believe. 

But there are those who have never seen Me with their eyes but 

have believed in Me with their hearts,  

and they will be blessed even more!” 

–  John 20:29 (TPT) 

 

*** 

LORD, Your faithfulness to us is so great and gracious!  You 

know all there is to know about us, so You know when it is that 

doubts sometimes creep into our minds.   

 

But, in good times and in bad, when we have questions about 

why things happen the way they do, You know that too.   

 

Thank You that answers to our questions can be the way to 

strengthen and restore our faith in Your goodness!   Amen 

 

 



 

DAY 19  
 

 
 

The younger son got up and started back to his father. But when 

he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt sorry for 

him.  He ran to his son and hugged and kissed him. 

-  Luke 15:20 (CEV) 

 

*** 

 

We call him the “prodigal son.”  He was the younger son who 

asked for his inheritance, and then wasted it in self-indulgent 

living.    

 

After he had lost everything, he finally came home.  And found 

he had a loving and gracious father who forgave all he had done, 

and restored him as a son in the household.   

 

Help us to see the situations where we too need to “come home” 

and find God’s love and forgiveness waiting for us!  Amen   

 

 



 

DAY 20 

 

 
 

Jesus said: “I give you the gift of peace.  

In the same way the Father sent Me,  

I am now sending you. “ 

- John 20:21 (VOICE) 

 

*** 

 

You showed us through Your own example what is necessary, to 

see the needs around us, the poverty, injustice, sickness, abuse.    

 

Now it is time for us to find the way to bring more of Your love 

and grace and peace into our world.  We need to not just speak of 

such things as forgiveness and justice, but actually take action. 

   

We are so grateful for Your peace, which overcomes all worry 

and anxiety, anger, and so many other negative emotions that are 

so prevalent in our environments.  Give us the chance to bring 

Your peace with us to share, wherever we go.  Amen   

 



 

 

DAY 21 
 

 
 

God said to Abraham: “I will establish My covenant between Me 

and you, and your descendants after you throughout their 

generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and 

your descendants after you. “ 

-  Genesis 17:7 (MEV) 

 

*** 

Abba Father, we remember Your promises to our patriarch 

Abraham, that he would be the father of a very fruitful family, and 

many nations.  We are grateful to be part of his family, because 

Jesus dying for us made that possible.  Your promises made to 

him have become promises made to us, praise God!   

 

Show us how to be covenant people, who put aside everything 

else to be useful to You.  Amen   



 

 

DAY 22 

 

 
 

Because you are sons and daughters,  

God sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying  

“Abba, Father!” 

- Galatians 4:6 (CEB) 

 

*** 

Gracious Father, we love being Your children!  Nothing is ever 

too big or small for our Loving Father’s attention and grace to 

cover.   

 

We just need Your forgiveness when we forget to cry out to You 

because life becomes difficult and challenging.   

 

And most of all, thank You for the gift of our LORD Jesus in our 

lives!  Amen   

 

 



 

DAY 23 
 

 
 

 

He has made everything beautiful in its time. 

He has put thoughts of the forever in man’s mind, 

yet man cannot understand the work 

God has done from the beginning to the end. 

-  Ecclesiastes 3:11 (NLV)  

 

*** 

 

Our Gracious and Loving Heavenly Father, we are so 

undeserving of Your grace and love.       

 

Although the tapestry of our lives looks messy underneath, it is 

truly beautiful on the top, where You see it.  You always know 

what the final result is going to be, which You have planned.  Even 

when we have no idea what is happening, or about to happen.   

 

You have it all in Your hands, and that is where our problems 

need to stay!  Amen     



 

DAY 24 

 

 
 

If you are tired from carrying heavy burdens, 

 come to me and I will give you rest. 

- Matthew 11:28 (CEV) 

 

*** 

 

Holy and Gracious Father, what a privilege it is to come into 

Your presence, for there we find mercy and grace and peace.   

 

You really want to be the one who carries our burdens for us.  

But we love to try our own way, and then struggle and worry, 

instead of trusting that You really want to do it for us.     

 

Help this to sink into our hearts and souls and minds, that You 

plan for us to have Your peace, because You are going to carry us 

through whatever our situations are!  Amen   

 

 



 

 
DAY 25 

 

 
Then Jesus took the five loaves and two fish, gazed into heaven, 

and gave thanks to God. He broke the bread and the two fish and 

distributed them to his disciples to serve the people—and the food 

was multiplied in front of their eyes! 

Everyone had plenty to eat and was fully satisfied. 

- Mark 6:41-42 (TPT) 

 

*** 

 

LORD Jesus, this story shows there is always more than enough 

of Your provision for Your people.  We are the ones who worry 

about lacking what we need, because we sometimes run short of 

faith and trust in You when times are tough!   

 

Twelve baskets of leftovers from the small lunch offered up by a 

boy?  We want to offer You our “small lunches” also, so that You 

can provide those extraordinary blessings for others!  Amen   



 

 
DAY 26 

 

 
 

…a Samaritan woman came to draw water from the well.  Jesus 

asked her, “Would you please give me a drink of water?”  …. But 

no one who drinks the water I give will ever be thirsty again.  The 

water I give is like a flowing fountain that gives eternal life.” 

 John 4:6, 14a (CEV) 

 

*** 

This story of this outcast woman at the well shows us in no 

uncertain terms that You care for each one of us, no matter who 

we are, or how badly we have messed up our lives.  Not one of us 

is excluded from Your love and grace.    

 

And anyone and everyone can be the messenger to others about 

You, whoever they might be.  Amen   

 

 



 
 

DAY 27 
 

 
 

The woman said to him, “I know that the Messiah will come,  

and when He comes, He will tell us everything.” 

-  John 4:25 (Good News) 

 

*** 

 

LORD Jesus, You came to save the whole world, and You came 

to change the lives of all of us.    

 

Emmanuel, God with us, You took on all of our sins so that we 

could be forgiven of everything, and become righteous in God’s 

sight.   

 

Change our lives from the inside out.  How we rejoice!  Amen   

 
 
  

 
 

 



  
DAY 28 

 

 
 

 Everyone was amazed at what they saw and heard. People who 

had never spoken could now speak. The lame were healed, the 

crippled could walk, and the blind were able to see. Everyone was 

praising the God of Israel. 

-  Matthew 15:31 (CEV) 

 

*** 

 

Our gracious and loving LORD Jesus, how grateful we are that 

You gave Your life on the cross so that we could be healed.   

 

   We ask Your forgiveness for the times when we have not 

trusted in You when we need to be healed, or worse, we have not 

even asked You for what we need. 

 

We pray for Your overwhelming love and grace to cover all the 

needs for healing around us.  Amen   

 



 

DAY 29 
 

 
 

The Lord answered her, “Martha, my beloved Martha. Why are 

you upset and troubled, pulled away by all these many 

distractions? Are they really that important? Mary has discovered 

the one thing most important by choosing to sit at my feet. 

She is undistracted, and I won’t take this privilege from her.” 

- Luke 10:41-42   (TPT) 

 

*** 

Oh my, those distractions, LORD!  How many ways our 

attention is drawn away from what is the most important thing.  

Forgive us for focusing on the things that don’t really matter.   

 

  We are the ones who choose either to be with You, or to spend 

our time in all the “busyness” that sometimes overtakes our lives.   

We want to be like Mary and sit at Your feet, to learn from You.  

Amen 

 



 
DAY 30 

 

 
 

Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord,  

and He will lift you up. 

-  James 4:10 (NKJV) 

 

 *** 

LORD Jesus, You knew what it was to humble Yourself, to 

submit to the will of the Father, even under the most difficult of 

circumstances, when You went to the cross.   

 

We often find it hard to be humble, to put aside what we want 

in favor of what You call us to do.  Give us the right spirits, as we 

treat others the way we ourselves would like to be treated.   

 

Help us to keep lifting You up, and keep choosing to keep 

ourselves in the background when serving You.  That is the way 

Your grace and glory shines forth.  Amen    

 

 

 



 
DAY 31 

 

 
 

Your heavenly Father will forgive you if you forgive those who sin 

against you; but if you refuse to forgive them,  

He will not forgive you. 

- Matthew 6: 14-15 (TLB) 

 

Jesus said, “Father, forgive them,  

for they don’t know what they’re doing.” 

-  Luke 23:34 (CEB) 

 

*** 

LORD, it really is hard sometimes to forgive when others have 

said or done things that cause us pain.   

 

Please give us the healing we need for each situation, and then 

the ability to extend Your gracious love and forgiveness to the 

others too.  We want to offer forgiveness in such a way that others 

can see Your love and grace in what we do.  How can we do less 

than You showed us from the cross?   



 

DAY  32 
 

 
Jesus said: “If I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, 

you also ought to wash one another’s feet.” 

-  John 13:14 (MEV) 

 

*** 

LORD Jesus, we probably won’t be out front in service to Your 

Kingdom.  We will most likely find the ways to serve You in our 

daily lives.  

 

But we have the example of Peter’s brother Andrew, who saw the 

daily needs around him.  He found what he could do to be a part 

of that extraordinary miracle, when You fed thousands of people.   

 

Help us to see Your face in all the others we encounter.  Bring to 

our recollection what You taught us by word and example about 

how to serve You, and then send us out to do likewise!  Amen 

 



DAY  33 

 

 
 

 Cry out with joy, O daughter of Zion!  

Shout jubilantly, O daughter of Jerusalem! Look—your King is 

coming; He is righteous and able to save. He comes seated 

humbly on a donkey, on a colt, a foal of a donkey. 

– Zechariah 9:9 (VOICE) 

 

*** 

LORD Jesus, we give You all honor and glory and praise!  Along 

with those who were with You on the road into Jerusalem so 

many years ago, we cry out ‘’Hosanna, God, please save us!” 

 

Some of those early followers quickly turned to cries for Your 

crucifixion.  Help us as we seek to be faithful to You always, to 

trust always in who You really are, our Savior and King.    

 

We go forth to bring the good news of the Gospel to others, that 

You and we live forever.  Amen   

 



 

DAY 34 
 

 
 

Jesus said:  I am not praying just for these followers.  
 I am also praying for everyone else who will have faith 

 because of what my followers will say about me. 
-  John 17:20 (CEV) 

 
*** 

Wow, LORD, wow!  Not only does the Creator of the Universe 
know all there is to know about me, and has helped to plan all of 
my days, but You are also praying to God our Father for me.  I am 
so grateful that You know all the things planned for my life, and 
are praying for God’s best for me.   

 
To paraphrase Psalm 8:4, who am I that You are thinking about 

me all the time, and taking care of me this way?  Amen   
 



 
DAY 35 

 

 
 

Jesus replied: I am the bread that gives life!  

No one who comes to me will ever be hungry. 

 No one who has faith in me will ever be thirsty. 

-  John 6:35 (CEV) 

 

*** 

 

LORD Jesus, we get so wrapped up in living our daily lives that 

sometimes we lose our focus on what is truly vitally important for 

us.  It is not what we eat and drink, or what we wear, or what we 

do on our jobs to make money.  

 

You are the one who sustains us, who gives us life, and who is 

the source of all we will ever need!   

 

We want always to stay hungry and thirsty for Your loving 

presence in our lives.  Amen 



 
DAY 36 

 

 
 

When someone becomes a Christian, he becomes a brand new 

person inside. He is not the same anymore. A new life has begun! 

- II Corinthians 5:17 (Living Bible) 

 

*** 

 

LORD Jesus, in the darkest hour of all history, there came the 

brilliant light of the gospel, the good news that You are alive!  

 

Through Your saving grace, how wonderful our lives have 

become, full of evidences of Your abundant love and mercy for all 

mankind.  The need for the knowledge of that love and grace by 

others, who are in such difficult circumstances, can’t be any 

clearer than it is now.  We have a story to tell!  Amen   

 



  

DAY 37 
 
 

 
 

But Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and gave up His spirit. 
 Suddenly, the curtain of the sanctuary was torn in two from top to 

bottom, the earth quaked, and the rocks were split. 

-  Matthew 27:50-51a (CSB) 

 

*** 

An old spiritual song asks us “Were you there when they crucified 

my LORD?”  We were not there at the time, but now we can come 

freely to God’s throne of grace, asking for all that is in our hearts, 

speaking to Him personally.  How great is that!  We are there 

now.  Amen   

 



 

DAY 38 
 

 
 

Jesus said: “I give you the gift of peace.  

In the same way the Father sent Me,  

I am now sending you. “   

- John 20:21   (Voice) 

 

*** 

LORD Jesus, how great is the need for Your peace in our lives 

and in our troubled world.   

 

You came to live among us so that we could experience that 

peace that “passes all understanding,” because it can exist in a 

world filled with such chaos.   

 

How great is the peace we have, when we finally learn what 

Your perfect peace is like, with the instruction of the Holy Spirit 

living in our hearts and minds.  Amen   

 



 
 

DAY 39 
 

 
 

God knew them before He made the world.  

And he decided that they would be like his Son. Then Jesus would 

be the firstborn of many brothers and sisters. 

– Romans 8:29 (ERV) 

 

*** 

LORD, once we were all the “prodigal” sons and daughters.  But 

through Your grace, we are being changed into people who can 

bring You glory.   

 

We choose now to live like we are Your brothers and sisters, 

always with You at our sides, and inviting others to join us!  Amen   

 

 

 

 

 



 

EASTER SUNDAY 
 

 
 

The angel said:  “He is not here; 

He is risen, just as He said He would!”     

- Matthew 28:6a (Phillips)  

 

*** 

 

The world will never be the same, because You left a barren 

grave, and You are our risen LORD!   

 

LORD Jesus, let Your light shine forth in us and our lives, so 

that we can bring You glory and the world can know what it 

means that You are our risen LORD!  Amen 

 

 


