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Welcome and 
Good Morning!
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Photographs and Memories…





Opening Prayer

Eternal God,  keep us mindful of how blessed we are because of Christmas.  

Let us also reflect on all that has been discovered and learned through 

Jesus Christ. 

Like the magi of old who followed the star, let us be curious to discover 

and learn.  Let us engage on our own journey as we seek to understand 

what it is to live in Christ. 

Like the magi, help us make this voyage of discovery with courage and 

curiosity, grounded in a sense of awe. Amen.



Adventure

Understanding

Awe Curiosity

DISCOVERY

Hope



Really? 

… Not such a big deal!

Sliced bread? 



Imagine what our lives would be like without electricity.

Other discoveries are worth the effort to uncover them. 

1752



many other discoveries would follow. 

From the initial discovery of electricity…  

Telegraph
1844

Electric Generator
1831

Electric Light 
1880

Electric Motor
1837



Initial 
Experiments

World Wide 
Web

Voyage of 
discovery

270
YEARS



Matthew 2: 1-11

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem 

in Judea, during the time of King 

Herod, Magi from the east came to 

Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the 

one who has been born king of the 

Jews? We saw his star in the east 

and have come to worship him.”



When King Herod heard this he was 

disturbed, and all Jerusalem with 

him. When he had called together all 

the people's chief priests and 

teachers of the law, he asked them 

where the Christ was to be born. 



“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they 

replied, “for this is what the 

prophet has written: “‘But you, 

Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are 

by no means least among the rulers 

of Judah; for out of you will come a 

ruler who will be the shepherd of my 

people Israel.” 



Then Herod called the Magi secretly 

and found out from them the exact time 

the star had appeared. He sent them 

to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a 

careful search for the child. As soon as 

you find him, report to me, so that I, 

too.  may go and worship him.”



After they had heard the king, 

they went on their way, and the 

star they had seen in the east 

went ahead of them until it 

stopped over the place where the 

child was. When they saw the 

star, they were overjoyed. 



On coming to the house, they saw the 

child with his mother Mary, and they 

bowed down and worshiped him. Then 

they opened their treasures and 

presented him with gifts of gold and of 

incense and of myrrh. 



Luke 2: 20

But Mary treasured up all these things            

and pondered them in her heart. 



We three Kings of Orient Are…  UMH 254

O star of wonder, star of night
Star with royal beauty bright
Westward leading, Still proceeding
Guide us to thy perfect light.

We three kings of Orient are
Bearing gifts, we traverse afar
Field and fountain
Moor and mountain
Following yonder star

Born a King on Bethlehem's plain
Gold, I bring to crown Him again
King for ever, ceasing never
Over us all to reign.

Frankincense to offer have I
Incense owns a Deity nigh
Prayer and praising, 
all men raising
Worship Him, God most high.

Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume 
breathes a life of gathering gloom
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying
Sealed in the stone-cold tomb.
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… but discovery awaits—proceed curiously!

The way forward may look daunting…



Almighty Father, Your gifts are beyond our imagining.          

We don’t necessarily know how You will do things, but we know 

You always keep your promises.  Your love for us is so great, 

and Your thoughts and plans are so much higher than ours.  

Father, keep us always on the lookout for how You are blessing 

us in new and different ways along our life journeys, with You 

showing us the way.  We don’t want to miss any of the 

opportunities You have for us!   Amen

Community Prayer



We give thanks for this wonderful, 
generous community of faith.  

Offering and Doxology
UM Hymnal 95 



Create a new heart, holy Lord, beckon our lives through your word. 

Open our eyes to your call, united as one for your world.

Heighten our minds to your thoughts, heal us of pride and of hurt.

May we go forth in your name, we pray our hearts to change.

A New Heart for a New World



The heart of the cross, lowly and poor, calls us on.

Lord, it is you promising hope, promising truth.



Create a new heart, holy Lord, beckon our lives through your word. 

Open our eyes to your call, united as one for your world.

Heighten our minds to your thoughts, heal us of pride and of hurt.

May we go forth in your name, we pray our hearts to change.



Restless the hearts who yearn for your peace in this land.

Deepen the dream, justice brings life, justice redeems.



Create a new heart, holy Lord, beckon our lives through your word. 

Open our eyes to your call, united as one for your world.

Heighten our minds to your thoughts, heal us of pride and of hurt.

May we go forth in your name, we pray our hearts to change.



Holy Communion

My sisters and brothers, Christ invites  us all to 

His table.  He asks that we love him, confess our 

sins, and grow close to him in faith. 

In this holy space, let us prepare our hearts and 

minds to receive his holy sacrament. 



Prayer of Confession & Declaration of Forgiveness 

Our heavenly Father, You know how often we stumble.  We don’t 

come to this table trusting in ourselves; but instead, trusting in You 

and Your unfailing mercy.  

Christ died for us while we were yet sinners, which proves His love 

and grace.  We are a forgiven people.  Amen



The Great Thanksgiving

Pastor: The Lord be with you; 

Congregation: and also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them up to the Lord.

Pastor: It is a good and joyful thing to always give thanks to you.

Even when we turned away and our love failed, your love 

remained steadfast. And so we praise Your Holy name.



Leader: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,

Leader: God of power and might, 
God of power and might, 

Leader: Heaven and earth are full of your glory
Heaven and earth are full of your glory

Leader: Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna in the highest. 

Leader: Blessed is the one who comes 
Blessed is the one who comes 

Leader: in the name of the Lord.
in the name of the Lord.

Leader: Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest. 



On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took the bread, 

gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.                                                                  

Do this in remembrance of me.”



When the supper was over, he took the cup,  he 

gave thanks to You, gave it to his disciples, and 

said, “Drink from this all of you.  This is my 

blood of the new covenant poured out for you 

for the forgiveness of sins.   Do this, as often 

as your drink it, in remembrance of me.”



When the supper was over, he took the cup, 

gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said, 

“Drink from this all of you. This is my blood of the new 

covenant poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as your drink it, in remembrance of me.”

… And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ  we offer 

ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice in union 

with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.



Leader:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again 

Leader:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
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All honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever.

Amen, amen, amen.

Amen, amen, amen.



Loving and eternal God,  pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here and on 

these gifts of bread and wine.  Make them be for us the body and blood of 

Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.  

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in 

ministry to the entire world, until Christ comes in final victory. Amen

Blessing of the Elements



Just as there is one loaf, we who are many are one body. 

Just as we all partake of one loaf, the bread which we share 

is also a sharing in the body of Christ. 

The cup over which we give thanks is a sharing of the Blood of Christ.

Breaking of the Bread Lifting of the Cup



Partaking of the Elements



We pray, emotionally, mentally, physically, 

and spiritually, that we can reflect Your 

holiness through our lives. It is like a calm 

lake; embracing the full moon's glorious 

bright echo - it radiates out its beauty and 

infuses us with its holiness. We aspire to 

shine in the same manner; an awe-inspiring 

reflection of Your divine providence.

—Dr. Wonhee Kang
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Benediction
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