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I am the Bread of Life
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I am the Light of the 
World.

—John 8:12

Art by Sue Carroll



Art by Sue Carroll

Ako ang ilaw ng sanglibutan.

나는세상의빛이다

Soy la luz del mundo.

私は世界の光です



Opening Prayer

Dear Lord,

You are the Light of the World.  Where would we be 

without You?  We would be lost in darkness, afraid and 

unsure of where to go or what to do.  

Lead us ever closer to your Light and illumine the 

path before us. We need you, o Light of the World.  

Amen



When I was about 11 or 12 years old, Dad and Mom took 

me on a family vacation through the province of Ontario…



The “BIG NICKEL”
Sudbury, Ontario, 

Canada



There were several of us, and a guide with a miner’s lantern on his hard-hat.  As I recall, the rest of us had hard-hats, but no
lanterns.

There were several of us, and a guide with a miner’s 

lantern on his hard-hat.  As I recall, the rest of us had 

hard-hats, but no lanterns.



“On the surface there is almost always ambient light, 

so even in the dark we are able to see a little bit, but 

down here, without the light we bring with us, there is 

total darkness.”

Then all of the lights went out.

Never in my life had I—or have I—experienced 

something so frighteningly desolate. 



I remember the heaviness sense of 

total disorientation—utter helpless 

vulnerability that came from total 

darkness. 

In the darkness …



…. all of a sudden, we went from 

total darkness to having our sight 

restored… we were no longer 

walking in darkness. 

And then the guide turned on his 
headlamp… 



The Light shines 

in the darkness, 

and the darkness 

has not overcome it.

—John 1:5
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Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.

I seek you with all my heart;  

do not let me  stray from your commands.

I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not 

sin against you.

Responsive Reading: Psalm 119 (selected verses)
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Give me understanding, so that I may keep your law
and obey it with all my heart.

Direct me in the path of your commands, for there I find delight.

Turn my heart toward your law and not toward selfish gain.



Turn my eyes away from worthless things; preserve my life  

according to your word.

I rejoice in following your statutes as one who            

rejoices in great riches.

You are my portion, LORD; I have promised to obey your words.

I have sought your face with all my heart. 

Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. 





On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood 

and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty come 

to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture 

has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” 

John 7:37-38







“… I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 

never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” 

John 8:12b



You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill 

cannot be hidden.

Matthew 5: 14-16



Neither do people light a lamp 

and put it under a bowl. 



Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light 

to everyone in the house. In the same way, 

let your light shine before others, that they may see 

your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.



When the star in the sky is gone,

When the Kings and Princes are home,

When the shepherds are back with their flocks,

The work of Christmas begins:



To find the lost,

To heal the broken,

To feed the hungry

To release the prisoner.

To teach the nations,

To bring Christ to all,

To make music in the heart.

—Howard Thurman



I am the light of the world.

You people come and follow me.

If you follow and love, 

you’ll learn the mystery

Of what you were meant to do.



When the song of the angels is stilled.

When the star in the sky is gone.

When the kings and the shepherds 

have found their way home.

The work of Christmas is begun.



To find the lost and lonely one,
To heal that broken soul with love,

To feed the hungry children 

with warmth and good food,

To feel the earth below the sky above.

To free the prisoner from his chains,
To make the powerful care,
To rebuild the nations with strength 
and goodwill,
To call a man your brother 
everywhere.



To bring hope to every task you do,

To dance at a baby's new birth,

To make music in an old man's heart,

And sing to the colors of the earth.



Community Prayer

LORD Jesus, we have always needed light in order to survive. 

Your Light allows us not merely to survive, but thrive.  You 

open up the way to eternal life, and illuminate for us the way 

to God’s throne of grace and the glory of His presence.  

You call us to be the light of the world for others, to reflect 

to everyone, the light you have given us.  Help us be your 

light for others.  Amen 



We give thanks for this wonderful, 
generous community of faith.  

Offering and Doxology
UM Hymnal 95 



Benediction


