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As the deer pants for the water

So my soul longs after you.

You alone are my heart's desire

And I long to worship you.

You alone are my strength, my shield

To You alone may my spirit yield

You alone are my heart's desire

And I long to worship you.

As the Deer – TFWS 2021



Lord, Prepare Me to Be a Sanctuary – TFWS 2164

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary

Pure and holy, tried and true.

With thanksgiving, I'll be a living sanctuary for You



Communion
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Opening Prayer

Almighty God,   

Today we remember the saints of our community of faith.     St. Paul, 

in the epistles to his churches, typically greeted his flock as the saints of 

the church.  This is a reminder that the faithful in all of the churches, all 

over the world, and throughout the ages are, in your eyes, saints.  

As we remember our very own saints, let us reflect on our memories 

with love and fondness, in the belief they that have received God’s promise 

for abundant, everlasting life.    Amen



Look, I am coming soon!  My reward is with me,

and I will give to each person according to what 

they have done.

Revelations 22: 12-14 
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I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last,

the Beginning and the End. 
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Blessed are those who wash their robes,  

that they may have the right to the      

tree of life and may go through the gates 

into the city.
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I am the vine; 

you are the 

branches.

—John 15: 5
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O blessed spring, where word and sign

embrace us into Christ the Vine:

here Christ enjoins each one to be

a branch of this life-giving Tree.
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O Blessed Spring – TFWS 2076
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Through summer heat of youthful years,

uncertain faith, rebellious tears,

sustained by Christ’s infusing rain,

the boughs will shout for joy again.
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When autumn cools and youth is cold,

when limbs their heavy harvest hold,

then through us, warm, 

the Christ will move

with gifts of beauty, wisdom, love.
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As winter comes, as winters must,

we breathe our last, return to dust;

still held in Christ, our souls take wing

and trust the promise of the spring.
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Christ, holy Vine, Christ, living Tree,

be praised for this blest mystery:

that word and water thus revive

and join us to your Tree of Life.



Little by little, we let go of loss,

but never of love.
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From the Apostles Creed

“… I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

the holy Catholic [universal] Church; 

the communion of saints;

the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; 

and the life everlasting. Amen."

The communion of saints is important to Christian tradition



The Bible (NIV) has 67 direct references to “Saints:”

2 in Psalms

5 in Daniel

1 in Matthew

4 in Acts

55 in the Epistles of Paul

14 in Revelations

The overwhelming majority have one thing in common…



Psalm 31: 22b-24

Yet you heard my cry for 

mercy when I called to you for 

help.  Love the LORD, all his 

saints! The LORD preserves 

the faithful, but the proud 

he pays back in full. Be strong 

and take heart, all you who 

hope in the LORD.



2 Corinthians 1-2

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus 

by the will of God, and Timothy 

our brother, To the church of 

God in Corinth, together with all 

the saints throughout 

Achaia: Grace and peace to you 

from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ…



Similar references to “saints” can be found in greetings to 

churches many other epistles:

Philippians 1:1-2

2 Corinthians 1: 1

Ephesians 1:1

Romans 1:7

Colossians 1: 1-6

Other references to “saints” are every epistle of Paul.  



Revelations 8:3-4

…another angel, who had a golden 

censer, came and stood at the 

altar. He was given much incense 

to offer, with the prayers of all 

the saints, on the golden altar 

before the throne.  The smoke of 

the incense, together with the 

prayers of the saints, went up 

before God from the angel's hand.



What is the common theme of

these three scriptures?



All practicing Christians are 

Disciples of Jesus Christ.



All Disciples of Jesus Christ 

are Saints in God’s sight. 



Through Christ, God has made a 

new covenant—a promise—to the 

faithful—to God’s saints. 



God NEVER-EVER reneges on a promise.

Amen.



Community

Κοινωνία - Koinonia

Pamayanan

Comunidad

Communauté

ちいきしゃかい

지역사회
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Col. Linn Schofield
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Caridad Ines



Photo by James Gardner

Photo by James GardnerPhoto by Rose Lucas

Zenobia Ohene-Mensah
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Beloved members of Joy Savage’s family

Jo Ann Clarke Brozovic – sister

Bogomeir Brozovic – brother in law

John Misoric – sister-in-law’s husband 
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Pastor Max and Esperanza Anching Francisco
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Lucio Francisco
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Rogel Lucas –husband

Edith Superticioso—sister

Salvador Labastida—father

Corazon Labastida--mother

Beloved members of Rose Lucas’ family 
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Bismarck Macauley

--Christiana Kargbo’s
brother-in law
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Mrs. Ajike Bright-Elliott

--Christiana Kargbo’s
mother
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Vsevolod (Seva) Lezhnev

--Hiroko Miyakawa’s 
husband
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Jim Hunt–father

Allie Hunt - mother

Jane Hunt - stepmother

Beloved members of Beth Neil’s family 
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Mirrel Neil–father

Helene (Lancop) Neil- mother

Willis T. Neil - Uncle 

Marguerite (Turgeon) Neil – Aunt

Olive C. Neil- Aunt

Heather Jacobs- Cousin

Beloved members of Nelson Neil’s family 



Communion
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Holy Communion

My sisters and brothers, Christ invites  us all to 

His table.  He asks that we love him, confess our 

sins, and grow close to him in faith. 

In this holy space, let us prepare our hearts and 

minds to receive his holy sacrament. 



Prayer of Confession & Declaration of Forgiveness 

Our heavenly Father, You know how often we stumble.  We don’t 

come to this table trusting in ourselves; but instead, trusting in You 

and Your unfailing mercy.  

Christ died for us while we were yet sinners, which proves His love 

and grace.  We are a forgiven people.  Amen



The Great Thanksgiving

Pastor: The Lord be with you; 

Congregation: and also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them up to the Lord.

Pastor: It is a good and joyful thing to always give thanks to you.

Even when we turned away and our love failed, your love 

remained steadfast. And so we praise Your Holy name.



Leader: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,

Leader: God of power and might, 
God of power and might, 

Leader: Heaven and earth are full of your glory
Heaven and earth are full of your glory

Leader: Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna in the highest. 

Leader: Blessed is the one who comes 
Blessed is the one who comes 

Leader: in the name of the Lord.
in the name of the Lord.

Leader: Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest. 



On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took the bread, 

gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.                                                                  

Do this in remembrance of me.”



When the supper was over, he took the cup,  he 

gave thanks to You, gave it to his disciples, and 

said, “Drink from this all of you.  This is my 

blood of the new covenant poured out for you 

for the forgiveness of sins.   Do this, as often 

as your drink it, in remembrance of me.”



When the supper was over, he took the cup, 

gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said, 

“Drink from this all of you. This is my blood of the new 

covenant poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as your drink it, in remembrance of me.”

… And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ  we offer 

ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice in union 

with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.



Leader:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again 

Leader:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
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All honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever.

Amen, amen, amen.

Amen, amen, amen.



Loving and eternal God,  pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here and on 

these gifts of bread and wine.  Make them be for us the body and blood of 

Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.  

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in 

ministry to the entire world, until Christ comes in final victory. Amen

Blessing of the Elements



Just as there is one loaf, we who are many are one body. 

Just as we all partake of one loaf, the bread which we share 

is also a sharing in the body of Christ. 

The cup over which we give thanks is a sharing of the Blood of Christ.

Breaking of the Bread Lifting of the Cup



Partaking of the Elements



Community Prayer
Gracious Father, 

There are so many people You have blessed us by placing them in our 

lives—parents, teachers, family members, friends and others.  We are 

so grateful for these saints who show us more about who You are and 

what it means to lead a life of faith.  How we miss them.

Thank You for this time when we can recognize those who have made 

such a difference in our faith journeys.  Help us to pass on to others 

the understanding and wisdom that has been shared with us whenever 

the opportunity arises. We love you. Amen



We give thanks for this wonderful, 
generous community of faith.  

Offering and Doxology
UM Hymnal 95 



Benediction
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