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Sunday, February 26, 2023

Culmore 
United Methodist Church

Welcome and 
Good Morning!
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Getting Right

With God





Opening Prayer

Heavenly Father,

How we yearn to be washed clean.  How we wish that we could stay that way, 

but we keep falling short and stand again in need of your grace.  

O Holy Spirit, fall afresh on us as you change us, mold us, fill us, use us.  Help 

us boldly live out our faith and trust in you, our Lord and Savior. Amen







Old Testament References to Ceremonial Washing

Exodus 40:30  [Moses and Aaron and his sons] washed whenever they 

entered the tent of meeting or approached the altar, as the LORD

commanded Moses. 

Numbers 8: 5-6 The LORD said to Moses: Take the Levites from among 

all the Israelites and make them ceremonially clean. To purify them, 

sprinkle the water of cleansing on them…



Isaiah 1: 15-17 Your hands are full of blood! Wash and make 

yourselves clean. Take your evil deeds out of my sight;

stop doing wrong.

Ezekiel 36: 25-26 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you 

will be clean;  I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from 

all your idols.  Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a 

new spirit within you…







Responsive Reading (Psalm 51, selections)

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according 

to your great compassion, blot out my transgressions.

Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.  

For I know my sins, and they are always before me.

Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be 

whiter than snow.  

Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast 

spirit  within me.











Come Holy Spirit, aid us to keep faith in you,

This day invade us to break our chains,

Come give us your direction and your great outlook

To share the resurrection that ends in Pentecost.

He came to share temptation of woe and loss

For our salvation to die on the cross

So when the dove descended on the son of man

The hidden years had ended, the grace began

When Jesus came to Jordan to be baptized by John

He didn’t come for pardon but as the sinless one,

He came to share repentance with all who morn,

To speak the vital sentence of good news.



Matthew 3: 11-17

John the Baptist proclaimed, “I baptize you

with water for repentance. But after me

comes one who is more powerful than I,

whose sandals I am not worthy to carry.  

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 

and  fire.”



Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan 

to be  baptized by John. But John tried to

prevent him,  saying, “I need to be baptized

by you, and do you  come to me?”

But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; 

it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all

righteousness.”

Then John consented.



As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. 

At that moment, heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit

of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 

And a voice from heaven said,  “This is my Son, whom I love; 

with whom I am well pleased.”



Christ loved the church and gave himself up 

for her, that he might sanctify her, having 

cleansed her by the washing with water 

through the word... that she might be holy 

and without blemish.

Scripture:  Ephesians 5: 26-27

Reader #4



Wade in the Water



Community Prayer

Loving God, 

We don’t always recognize either the need for healing or for cleansing in our lives. 

We do recall that, as Jesus began his own ministry here on earth, one of his first 

actions was to receive water baptism.  How glorious it was, when You proclaimed 

him to be Your beloved Son, in whom You were well pleased. 

Jesus told us that we too need to be baptized. 

We need the cleansing that baptism brings, to demonstrate forgiveness for all our 

sins, made possible because Christ gave up His life for us.  What a precious gift that 

forgiveness and cleansing are for us, our fresh start with God’s grace!  A AMEN

MEN



We give thanks for this wonderful, 
generous community of faith.  

Offering and Doxology
UM Hymnal 95 



Benediction
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Make me a Servant
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