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Sunday, May 29, 2022

Culmore 
United Methodist Church

Welcome and 
Good Morning!
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Here, O Lord, Your Servants Gather   UM Hymnal 552
Here, O Lord, your servants gather, hand we link with hand;
Looking toward our Savior’s cross, joined in love we stand.
As we seek the realm of God, we unite to pray:
Jesus, Savior, guide our steps, for you are the Way.

Many are the tongues we speak, scattered are the lands,
Yet our hearts are one in God, one in love’s demands.
Even in darkness hope appears, calling age and youth:
Jesus teacher, dwell with us, for you are the Truth.

Grant, O God, an age renewed, filled with deathless love;
Help us as we work and pray, send us from above
Truth and courage, faith and power, needed in our strife:
Jesus,. Master, be our Way, be our Truth, our Life.
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“The gospel of Christ knows of no religion but social; 

no holiness, but social holiness”

(John Wesley 1739)



Loving God, 

You have made us for community, and we surely need each other.  

Sometimes we struggle to get along, but how much richer we are for doing it.

It is through community that embraces diversity, differing perspectives 

and needs that we live out Your directive: Love one another  as I have 

loved you. Lord, teach us how to accept one another as we are, to forgive 

when wrong has been done, and to care for one and all.  

Lord, teach us how to love.  Amen

Opening Prayer



And we have, in new ways, managed to remain in community,  

but it is a different kind of community.



For the LORD your God… defends the 

cause of the fatherless and the widow, and 

loves the alien, giving him food and clothing. 

And you are to love those who are aliens, 

for you yourselves were aliens in Egypt.

Deuteronomy 10:17-19 (adapted)



Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, 

for by so doing, some people have shown 

hospitality to angels without knowing it.



Christ understood the value and importance of community, saying,  

“the Kingdom of God is in our midst.”



Once, on being asked by the Pharisees 

when the kingdom of God would come, 

Jesus replied, “The coming of the 

kingdom of God is not something that 

can be observed, nor will people say, 

‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because 

the kingdom of God is in your 

midst. 

Luke 17: 20-21



We celebrate the mystery of faith…

Christ has died,

Christ is risen,

… and Christ will come again.



“The gospel of Christ knows of no religion but social; 

no holiness but social holiness”

(John Wesley 1739)



Christian community is enriching and rewarding

…but it is not a book club, a wine tasting club, 
a chess club, or any other special interest group. 



Matthew 18: 15-20

If your brother or sister sins against you, go and 

point out their fault, just between the two of you. 

If they listen to you, you have won them over. 

Reader #1



But if they will not listen, take one or two 

others along, so that every matter may be 

established by the testimony of two or 

three witnesses. If they still refuse to 

listen, tell it to the church, and if they 

refuse to listen even to the church, treat 

them as you would a pagan or a tax collector.

Reader #2



I tell you the truth, whatever 

you bind on earth will be bound 

in heaven, and whatever you 

let loose on earth will be loosed 

in heaven.
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Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything 

you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.

For where two or three come together in my name, 

there am I with them.

Reader #2



Zoom To Church…



“In community the mystery is that we choose to make our 

own limited and very conditional love the gateway 

for the unlimited and unconditional love of God.”

(Henri Nouwen 1932 – 1996)





Community



Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether   UM Hymnal 632 

Draw us in the Spirit’s tether, for when humbly in thy name

two or three are met together, thou art in the midst of them.

Alleluia! Alleluia! Touch we now thy garment’s hem.

As disciples used to gather in the name of Christ to sup, 

then with thanks to God the Father break the bread 

and bless the cup,

Alleluia! Alleluia! So now bind our friendship up.

All our meals and all our living make as sacraments of thee,

that by caring, helping, giving, we may true disciples be.

Alleluia! Alleluia! We will serve thee faithfully.
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Almighty God, at the beginning of history You declared that Adam should 

not live alone, and made Eve to be his companion. Throughout the Bible 

we are told to value community.  Our LORD Jesus always paid attention 

to this as He lived His own life in community with His followers.  

Where would we be without each other? How hard it would be to navigate all 

of life’s difficult situations alone!  Help us to embrace the gift of community, 

recognizing how much we depend on each other and how much richer our lives 

are as a result.  Thank You for giving us each other.  Amen

Community Prayer



We give thanks for this wonderful, 
generous community of faith.  

Offering
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Benediction


