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Welcome and 
Good Morning!
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Create in me a clean heart, oh God
And renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from Thy presence, 
And take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation
And renew a right spirit within me.

Create in Me a Clean Heart
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Getting Right

With God



No one is beyond  God’s 

outstretched, loving arms.
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We make a mistake when we think religion is only about believing. 

It’s also about belonging; and belonging is about community—that 

delicate yet powerful network of relationships where we learn moral 

literacy – by being there for other people when they need us, 

knowing that they’ll be there for us when we need them.

—Jonathan Sacks
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When you’re the last one 

picked….



Opening Prayer
Loving God,

How we ache to belong.  How we yearn to be included.  You 

know the hurt we suffer when we, like the Samaritan woman, 

end up isolated and alone.  Wounds go deep when others cast 

us out. Father, heal our hurt.

Lord, You have created us for community. We are not 

meant to be solitary Christians.  Instead, You call us to be 

engaged and connected, working together as we grow in 

holiness, love, and faith.  Keep us from scorning or casting 

anyone aside.  Let us live out Your love.  Amen



Lessons for the Young and Young at Heart



Connections and Belonging

Where do I belong? (What groups?)

Why do I belong?

What does belonging get me? 
(How does it help me define myself?

How does belonging make me feel?









We Are Family!







Now Jesus had to go through Samaria…

Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, 

tired as he was from the journey, 

sat down by the well.  It was about 

the sixth hour.

John 4:7-26 (abridged)



When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, 

Jesus said to her: “Will you give me a drink?”  

She said, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan 

woman.  How can you ask me for a drink?” 

(For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)



JESUS: If you knew the gift of God and who it 

is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked 

him and he would have given you living water.

WOMAN: Sir, you have nothing to draw with 

and the well is deep.  Where can you get this 

living water? Are you greater than our father 

Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it 

himself, as did also his sons and his herds?”



JESUS: Everyone who drinks this water will

be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the

water I give them will never thirst.  Indeed,

the water I give will become in them a spring

of water welling up to eternal life.

WOMAN:  Sir, give me this water so that 

I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming 

here to draw water.

JESUS: Go call your husband and come back.



WOMAN:  I have no husband.

JESUS: You are right when you say you

have no husband.  The fact is, you have

had five  husbands, and the man you now

have is not your husband.  What you have

just said is quite true.



WOMAN:  Sir, I can see that you are a prophet.  Our fathers worshiped

on this mountain,  but you Jews claim that the place where we must

worship is in Jerusalem. 

JESUS: Believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father

neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.  You Samaritans worship what

you do know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews….

God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.



WOMAN:  I know that Messiah

(called Christ) is coming.  When he

comes, he will explain  everything 

to us.

JESUS: I, the one speaking to you,

I am he.



Just then his disciples returned and were surprised

to find him talking with a woman.  But no one asked,

“What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with her?”

Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the

town  and said to the people, “Come see a man who told

me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?”



Responsive Reading – Isaiah 43: 1-3

But now, this is what the LORD says—he who created you, Jacob,

he who formed you, Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;

I have summoned you by name; you are mine.

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you. When you 

pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you.

I have summoned you by name; you are mine.



When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned. 

The flames will not set you ablaze.

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. You are mine.
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Our loving God binds our ragged edges 

torn by cares and pain, 

and mends our raveling souls.  



Just a Closer Walk with Thee – TFWS 2158

I am weak but Thou art strong

Jesus keep me from all wrong

I'll be satisfied as long

As I walk, let me walk close to Thee

Just a closer walk with Thee

Grant it, Jesus, is my plea

Daily walking close to Thee

Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.



Through this world of toil and snares,

If I falter, Lord, who cares?

Who with me my burden shares?

None but thee, dear Lord, none but Thee.

Just a closer walk with Thee

Grant it, Jesus, is my plea

Daily walking close to Thee

Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.

When my feeble life is over

Time for me will be no more

Guide me gently, safely over

To Thy kingdom's shore, to Thy shore



Community Prayer

Loving God, 

How grateful we are to be part of Your family, to feel truly loved and 

accepted.  For some of us, this might even be the first time in a long time 

we have felt this way, surrounded by brothers and sisters who are “there 

for us” when we need them the most.

Help us remember that You don’t treat us differently.  Each of us 

belong, with no one more important than another to You.  You love us all, 

with no one left out.  Remind us to love each other likewise. Amen.



We give thanks for this wonderful, 
generous community of faith.  

Offering and Doxology
UM Hymnal 95 
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Benediction



I will come to you in the silence,
I will lift you from all your fear.
You will hear My voice, I claim you as My choice,
Be still, and know I am near.

I am hope for all who are hopeless,
I am eyes for all who long to see.
In the shadows of the night, I will be your light; 
Come and rest in Me.

I am strength for all the despairing,
Healing for the ones who dwell in shame.
All the blind will see, the lame will all run free,
And all will know My name.

I am the Word that leads all to freedom
I am the peace the world cannot give.
I will call your name, embracing all your pain,
Stand up, now walk, and live.

You are Mine 

Do not be afraid, I am with you; 
I have called you each by name.
Come and follow Me; I will bring you home,
I love you and you are mine.



Can I recognize God’s image in someone who 

is not in my image, whose language, faith, ideals, 

are different from mine? 

If I cannot, then I have made God in my image 

instead of allowing him to remake me in his.

--Jonathan Sacks, 
The Dignity of Difference
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