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Happy Birthday!

Once again it's your birthday. Once again the time is here.

What a loving gift from Jesus, He has given you one more year.

Happy time is your birthday, happy time this year.

What a loving gift from Jesus, He has given you one more year.

Oh happy birthday to you, oh happy birthday to you.
For you have Jesus Christ everyday of your life.
Oh happy birthday to you, oh happy birthday to you.

The Lord bless and keep you.
Happy birthday to you. And to Jesus with you.

God bless you and keep you. Happy birthday to you.
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Some people call me slow. . .

I think they may be right.



Isaiah 5: 1-4

I will sing for the one I love,
a song about his vineyard:
My loved one had a vineyard

on a fertile hillside.

e dug it up and cleared it of stones

and planted it with the choicest vines.



He built a watchtower in it and cut out a winepress as well.

Then he looked for a crop of good grapes,
but it yielded only bad fruit.




Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and people of Judah,
judge between me and my vineyard. What more
could have been done for my vineyard than I have

done for it?

When I looked for good grapes, why did it yield only
bad?




When | looked for good grapes,
why did it yield only bad?
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HCIP (s AcccPt I ach Other - (UM 560

D \'
HClP us aCCCPt each other as Christ aCCCPtCCI us; Lct your accePtancc change us, so that we may be moved
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. ‘= living situations to do the truth in love;
Pe present, [ ord, among us, and bring us to believe to Practice your acceptance, until we know 59 heart
we are ourselves accepte& and meant to love and live. Al bl e Forgivcncss . laughter’s healimg S
Teach us, O LO"&; your lCSSO"‘SJ as in our &ailg life Lor&, for todag’s encounters with all who are in necd)
we struggle to be human and search for hOP€ and faith.  who hungerlcor acceptance, for righteousness and bread,
Teach us to care for PCOPIC) for a“) notjus’c for some, we need new cyes for seeing, new hands for holcling on;

to love them as we find them) or as theg may become. renew us with your Spirit; Lorcl, free us, make us one!



Opening Prayer

Dear Lord,

The words You spoke to Your prophet Isaiah speak as loudly
to us today as they did to Your people over 2,000 years ago.
We, too, struggle to let go of selfish motives. We, too,
struggle to help instead of hinder those around us. Lord,

we struggle to be the people You call us to be.




Too often we get so focused on what we want that

we ignore the wrong going on right before our eyes.

Too often we get so focused on self-preservation
that we close our eyes to the pain and injustice

around us. Too often, we just don't want to see.




Father, give us clear vision. Let us see the world through

Your eyes, showing us what we are to do. Give us the
strength and courage to seek Your justice, Your

righteousness, Your kindness. Amen
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Matthew 6: 19-21

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moths and rust consume, and where thieves
break in and steal, but store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust

consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal.
For where your treasure is,

there your heart will be also.




This God, right from the vision of a heavenly
throne, is the one who collects the food, who
runs clothing drives, who cares about justice
of an economic sort. It's about the deep,
nonnegotiable commitment this God makes
without regard to nationality, creed, race,
or sexual preference. It's about food and
clothing and health care and education and
all the dimensions of human community that

are grounded in the God of all neighbors.




Seek Ye [First - UMH 405

Seek ye first the Kingdom of (God
And [is righteousness
And all these things shall be added unto you

Allelu Alleluia
Ask and it shall be given unto you

Seck and ye shall find

>

Knock and it shall be openecj unto you

Anclu Aucluia




Community Prayer

LORD and Savior Jesus Christ, from the moment You came
to earth and were laid in a lowly manger, until You died on
the cross, You showed Yourself to be humble, trusting in
Almighty God for everything, never bragging about who
You were to take advantage of Your being the Son of God.
Although You had tremendous power at Your command,
You constantly paid attention to all the needs of people
around You, seeking only to do God's will, and further

His kingdom on earth by taking care of others.



LORD, we are surrounded by people who have a lot of
power that they use in ways that are detrimental to
others, particularly the "least of these,” people who
have little power, resources or influence, but whose

needs are great.



Open our eyes and show us how we also can
further Your Kingdom and look out for all

the needs for which we are able to respond.

These are times of chaos, and we need to listen intently

for Your guidance on what to do, and receive Your peace

that passes all understandingl Amen



Ogcring and Doxologg
UM Hlymnal 95

We give thanks for this wondcrfuL

generous community of faith.




Doxology - UM Hymnal 94

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below

Alleluial Alleluial

Praise God the source of all our gifts!

Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!

Alleluial Alleluial Alleluial



Penediction

by / LOVEoncanoFbcr

Art by Sue Carroll
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