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Sunday, January 29, 2023

Culmore 
United Methodist Church

Welcome and 
Good Morning!
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Faith, although it cannot be achieved 

by any effort of the mind, is a gift

—a vision—

bestowed on the heart by God... 
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Opening Prayer

Eternal God, how we long to be in relationship with you. How we 

search for ways to earn your love. Remind us that your love isn’t earned—it 

is freely given—to all.  Help us know that each one of us is one of your 

beloved children.  

Remind us that being in right relation with you is simply leaning into 

what is already there, your infinite love of us, altogether and as 

individuals.  Help us to do as the Bible tells us, Love the Lord our God with 

all our hearts and with all our souls and with all our minds.  Amen.



Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters;  

and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.

Why spend money on what is not bread, 

and your labor on what does not satisfy?

Isaiah 55: 1-3; 6-11



Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, 

and you will delight in the richest of fare.

Give ear and come to me; 

listen, that you may live.

Seek the LORD while he may be found.

Call on him while he is near.
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Seek Ye First   (UMH 405)

Seek ye first the Kingdom of God

And His righteousness

And all these things shall be added unto you

Allelu Alleluia

Ask and it shall be given unto you

Seek and ye shall find

Knock and it shall be opened unto you

Allelu Alleluia



No one can serve two masters. 

Either you will hate the one and 

love the other, or you will be 

devoted to the one and despise 

the other. You cannot serve 

both God and money.

Luke 16:13 







1st Reader: 

So, they began to celebrate.  Meanwhile, the 

older son was in the field.  When he came 

near the house, he heard music and dancing. 

So, he called one of the servants:

2nd Reader:

What is going on?

Luke 15: 25-32



1st Reader:

Your brother has come, and your father has 

killed the fattened calf because he has him 

back safe and sound. 

2nd Reader:

The older brother became angry and refused to

go in.  So, his father went out and pleaded with

him.  But he answered his father:



1st Reader:

Look!  All these years I’ve been slaving for you and 

never disobeyed your orders.  Yet you never gave me 

even a young goat so I could celebrate with my 

friends.  But when this son of yours who has 

squandered your property with prostitutes comes 

home, you kill the fattened calf for him!

2nd Reader:

My son, you are always with me, and everything I 

have is yours. But we had to celebrate and be

glad, because this brother of yours was dead and

is alive again; he was lost and is found.





Do you measure 

up?



God doesn’t do 
measuring sticks



We imagine that God “turns his eyes”--his attention—on us 

and makes himself present to us, perhaps because we are 

especially holy or “wise, or because he wants to send us on 

some special mission, as he did when he appeared to Moses.  

In other words, we think that unless we somehow deserve 

God’s gift of presence, he does not remember us, he is not 

there for us…. 

Nothing could be further from the truth.

–Irma Zaleski
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You Say_WK

I keep fighting voices in my mind that say I'm not enough
Every single lie that tells me I will never measure up

Am I more than just the sum of every high and every low
Remind me once again just who I am
Because I need to know 

You say I am loved when I can't feel a thing
You say I am strong when I think I am weak
You say I am held when I am falling short
And when I don't belong, oh You say I am Yours
And I believe, what You say of me, I believe.

The only thing that matters now 
is everything You think of me
In You I find my worth; in You I find my identity

Taking all I have and now I'm laying it at Your feet
You'll have every failure God; you'll have every victory

You Say
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My Song



Loving Father, You have gifted us with the freedom of choice, 

to decide for ourselves what and whom we put center in our 

lives.  How blessed we are when we make wise and loving 

choices that bring honor to You and blessings on others.

We give You thanks and praise as we gather in Your 

presence to learn more about You, to experience Your love for 

ourselves, and then come to better understand how You want us 

show Your love and grace to others. Giving thanks to Christ 

Jesus, who sacrificed His life to give us this privilege.  

LORD, help to choose wisely and well. Amen 

Community Prayer



We give thanks for this wonderful, 
generous community of faith.  

Offering and Doxology
UM Hymnal 95 
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Benediction
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