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Welcome and 
Good Morning!
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The Transformative 
Power of 

Joy



Isaiah 65: 17-18

See, I will create new heavens

and a new earth.

The former things will not be 

remembered, nor will they come

to mind.

But be glad and rejoice forever

in what I will create.
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Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name.

Make known among the nations what he has done.

Sing to him, sing praise to him.

Tell of all his wonderful acts.

Glory in his holy name.

Let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.

Look to the LORD and his strength.

Seek his face always.

Responsive Reading:  1 Chronicles 16: 8-11; 31-33



Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad.

Let them say among the nations, “The LORD reigns!”

Let the sea resound, and all that is in it.

Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them!

Let the trees of the forest sing.

Let them sing for joy before the LORD, for he comes

to judge the earth.



Dear Loving God,

In this holy moment, help us let go of whatever worries 

are on our hearts right now.  Give us the heart to look up 

and not down.    Clear our vision so that we may see with 

rejoicing eyes  all the blessings right before us right now.

In this moment, center us in You and grant us the deep 

power of joy.    Amen

Opening Prayer
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All Nations Choir

Breath of Life



Rejoice in the Lord always.

I will say it again: Rejoice!  



SMILE!!





Philippians 4: 4-7

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!

Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.



Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, 

by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 

present your requests to God.



And the peace of God,

which transcends all understanding,

will guard your hearts and your minds 

in Christ Jesus.
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Paul’s To-Do List :

1 Thessalonians 5: 16-18
Thou shalt…



1. Rejoice always.

2. Pray continually.

3. Give thanks in all circumstances;

--For this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.













Joy does not simply happen to us.

We have to choose joy 

and KEEP choosing it every day.

—Henri Nouwen





Rejoicing is an attitude we choose, whether we 

are on top of the mountain or down in the valley. 

We worship a God who calls us to rejoice. 
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“
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Jonathan Sacks (paraphrased)

Joy lives not in thoughts of tomorrow, but in the grateful acceptance 

and celebration of today. We are here and we are alive…. 

And yes, we do not know what tomorrow may bring…. 



But when we focus on the moment, allowing ourselves to 

sing and give thanks… when we do things just because 

and not for any other reward….when we let go of our 

separateness and embrace one another, then there is joy. 



Give thanks with a grateful heart,  

Give thanks to the Holy One

Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son.

And now let the weak say, "I am strong.“ 

Let the poor say, I am rich”

Because of what the Lord has done for us.   

Give thanks 

Give Thanks— TFWS 2036



Father God, 

We sometimes confuse rejoicing with being happy. Happiness 

comes when good things happen, when we get what we want.  

But You want us to rejoice always and in everything, both good and 

bad times. We can do that only as we draw near to Your presence.

Help us remember that no matter what happens to us in our lives, 

You are with us always, and that is why we rejoice always! Amen

Community Prayer



We give thanks for this wonderful, 
generous community of faith.  



Benediction
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