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Welcome and 
Good Morning!



Welcome and Announcements
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Post-Thanksgiving with Max



Verona and Lorna





Opening Prayer 

Loving God, 

What joyful anticipation fills our hearts!  It’s the time of year 

when we celebrate the coming of our Savior, the Lord Jesus 

Christ.    In this season of Advent, we remember this gift of 

grace to us all:  You sent Your son to lead us to You. Just as 

Christ came at Christmas to lift us up, help us do likewise for 

each other through our actions, words, and love.    Amen







Come back Friday



The lighting of each candle, reflects the ever-increasing 

light that bursts forth at Christmas.  Today we light the 

first candle of advent:  the candle of hope. 

All creation lies in waiting, in the stillness of the 

night for the Advent of Eternal Light.

We wait for Jesus, our hope, the Light in our darkness.

Lighting the Candle of Hope



A Candle is Burning

A candle is burning,

a flame warm and bright.

A candle of hope 

in winter’s dark night.

While angels sing blessings 

from heaven’s starry sky,

Our hearts we prepare now,  

for Jesus is nigh.



The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the 

promises I have made. 

To you, O Lord, we lift up our souls: 

In you, O God, we trust.

The one who is coming will show us the path of steadfast love 

and faithfulness.

Teach us your ways, O God of our salvation.

Responsive Reading



We light this candle in the sure hope that God's promises endure.

We will live in the light of hope as we await the 

coming of the Lord.



The people walking in darkness have 

seen a great light;

on those living in the land of deep 

darkness a light has dawned.

—Isaiah 9: 2



Deuteronomy 18:15-16a

“The LORD your God will raise up 

for you a prophet like me from 

among your own brothers.  You 

must listen to him.  For this is what 

you asked of the LORD your God…” 



Isaiah 43:4-5

Surely, he took up our infirmities and 

carried our sorrows, yet we considered 

him stricken by God, smitten by him, 

and afflicted.  But he was pierced for 

our transgressions, he was crushed for 

our iniquities; the punishment that 

brought us peace was upon him, 

and by his wounds we are healed. 



Jeremiah 31:33-34

“This is the covenant I will make with the 

house of Israel after that time,” declares 

the LORD. “I will put my law in their 

minds and write it on their hearts. I will 

be their God, and they will be my people.  

No longer will a man teach his neighbor, 

or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the 

LORD,' because they will all know me, 

from the least of them to the greatest.”





For God so loved 
the world…
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Walk in the Light

See the bright and Morning Star, Jesus the Light of the World.

He has risen in our hearts, Jesus, the Light of the World.

Walk in the light, beautiful light

Come where his love and his mercy are bright.

Shine all around us by day and by night,

Jesus, the Light of the World.



He’s the lamp that lights our way, Jesus the Light of the World.

Step by step and day by day—Jesus the Light of the World.

Walk in the light, beautiful light

Come where his love and his mercy are bright.

Shine all around us by day and by night,

Jesus, the Light of the World.



No more darkness, no more night, Jesus the Light of the World.

He will shine forever bright—Jesus the Light of the World.

Walk in the light, beautiful light

Come where his love and his mercy are bright.

Shine all around us by day and by night,

Jesus, the Light of the World.



LORD, how have we managed to lose sight of what advent is truly about?  

Scripture emphasizes the preparation and joyful expectation of God’s people 

as they awaited Your coming.

Compare that with what we see in our culture, where we focus instead on 

Santa Claus and presents and parties.   How have we managed to overlook 

the real Christmas story?

So what do we do? Turn our attention to You, our Redeemer, our 

Messiah, our Savior.  Draw us ever nearer to You, and remind us of what 

really matters in this world.  Santa Claus is not it… Amen

Community Prayer



We give thanks for this wonderful, 
generous community of faith.  

Offering and Doxology
UM Hymnal 95 



Emily – harp

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i6cWRIz3hLQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i6cWRIz3hLQ


Benediction


