
Painting by Kim DeGroat

Photo by James Gardner

Sunday, August 24, 2025

Culmore
United Methodist Church

Welcome and 
Good Morning!
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Welcome and Announcements
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Daniel is back 

at university.

(Milly, that’s one 

long commute you 

have to make!)



Once again it’s your birthday. Once again the time is here. 

What a loving gift from Jesus, He has given you one more year. 

Happy time is your birthday, happy time  this year. 

What a loving gift from Jesus, He has given you one more year.
Oh happy birthday to you, oh happy birthday to you. 

For you have Jesus Christ everyday of your life. 

Oh happy birthday to you, oh happy birthday to you. 

The Lord bless  and keep you.
Happy birthday to you. And to Jesus with you. 

God bless you and keep you. Happy birthday to you.

Happy Birthday, John!



Responsive Reading – Psalm 63:1-3

…My God, earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you, in a dry and 

weary land where there is no water.

 I have seen you in the sanctuary and beheld your power 

and your glory.

Because your love is better than life, my lips will glorify you.

 I will praise you as long as I live, and in your name I 

 will lift up my hands.

My soul will be satisfied as with the richest of foods; 

 with singing lips my mouth will praise you.  



Be Still

Be still for the presence of the Lord; the Holy one is here.

Come bow before him now in reverence and fear.

In Him no sin is found. We stand on Holy ground.

Be still for the glory of the Lord is shining all around

He burns with Holy fire; with splendor He is crowned.

How awesome is the sight- our radiant King of light. 

Be still for the power of the Lord is moving in this place

He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister His grace

No work too hard for Him. In faith receive from Him.

Be still for the power of the Lord is moving in this place.





Responsive Reading:  Isaiah 41: 9-11; 43: 1-3

I took you from the ends of the earth, from its farthest corners 

I called you. I said, ‘You are my servant.

     I have chosen you and have not rejected you.

So do not fear, for I am with you.

        Do not be dismayed, for I am your God.

I will strengthen you and help you;

   I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.



This is what the LORD says:  Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 

 I have summoned you by name; you are mine.

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you. 

 When you pass through the rivers, they will not

  sweep over you.



When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; 

the flames will not set you ablaze.

     For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of

     Israel, your Savior.



Do not fear



Lessons for the Young and Young at Heart
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Do Not Be Afraid



Yea, though I walk through the valley 

of the shadow of death,

I will fear no evil, for you are with me. 

Your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

Psalm 23: 4



Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you…. 

Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let 

them be afraid.

John 14: 7



ments
Opening Prayer
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Loving God, 

     Like children afraid in the dark, we, too, struggle with fear.  

We worry about health challenges facing us and the people we 

love, we are anxious about financial security, we are afraid 

about what may happen next in our lives.  We fear so many 

things.

When you call us, sometimes we, like Mary and Joseph and 

Zechariah and the shepherds, are scared of how it will change 

our lives.  What if we have to change our priorities?  What if it 

means taking a different path than the one we’ve been on?  

What if it will take great effort and energy for us to make the 

changes you are calling us to do?  No wonder we become afraid.

Lord, remind us again that You are there watching over it.  We 

are not doing this alone.  Amen
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When you call us, sometimes we, just like Mary and 

Joseph and Zechariah and the shepherds, are scared of 

how our lives will change.  What if we have to change our 

priorities?  What if it means taking a different path than 

the one we’ve been on?  What if it will take great effort 

and energy for us to make the changes you are calling us 

to do?  No wonder we become afraid.
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Lord, remind us again and again that You are there 

watching over us.  We are not doing this alone.  Amen



Psalm 121; Psalm 143: 8

I will lift up my eyes to the 

mountains—where does my help 

come from?

My help comes from the LORD,             

the Maker of heaven and earth.
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He will not let your foot slip—he who watches over you 

will not slumber; indeed, he who watches over Israel will 

neither slumber nor sleep.



The LORD watches over you—

the LORD is your shade at your right 

hand.

The sun will not harm you by day,

nor the moon by night.
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The LORD will keep you from all harm

— he will watch over your life.

The LORD will watch over your coming 

and going, both now and forevermore.
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Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love,       

for I have put my trust in you.  Show me the way     

I should go,  for to you I lift up my soul.
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I will come to you in the silence,
I will lift you from all your fear.
You will hear My voice, I claim you as My choice,
Be still, and know I am near.

I am hope for all who are hopeless,
I am eyes for all who long to see.
In the shadows of the night, I will be your light; 
Come and rest in Me.

I am strength for all the despairing,
Healing for the ones who dwell in shame.
All the blind will see, the lame will all run free,
And all will know My name.

I am the Word that leads all to freedom
I am the peace the world cannot give.
I will call your name, embracing all your pain,
Stand up, now walk, and live.

You are Mine 

Do not be afraid, I am with you; 
I have called you each by name.
Come and follow Me; I will bring you home,
I love you and you are mine.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rmsd3yNacf4

Community Prayer

LORD, You promised God’s peace to all those who trust in You.  

This “peace that passes understanding” includes difficult 

circumstances, times when we are frightened, and situations 

where everyone and everything around us is in chaos. We stay 

grounded through Your presence. 



We are so grateful that we need not be anxious or afraid 

because of the promises You have given us through Your 

Word.  We can also feel Your Presence when prayers are 

lifted up for us by our brothers and sisters in Christ who 

know about our difficult circumstances. Praise God for 

the power of community prayer!  AMEN  



We give thanks for this wonderful, 
generous community of faith.  

Offering and Doxology
UM Hymnal 95 



Doxology - UM Hymnal 94 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise God the source of all our gifts!

Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifts!

 Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!
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Benediction
Do not be afraid.



Isaiah 30: 15, 18

In repentance and rest is your salvation,

in quietness and trust is your strength,

but you would have none of it.



Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you; 

therefore he will rise up to show you compassion.   

For the Lord is a God of justice.

Blessed are all who wait for him!
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