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Sunday, January 1, 2023

Culmore 
United Methodist Church
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RESTART

With God



Eternal God, we come before you this morning with praise 

and thanksgiving. We give thanks to you for all that you’ve 

allowed into our lives this past year, the good along with 

the hard things, which have reminded us how much we 

need you and rely on your presence filling us every single 

day. We pray for your Spirit to lead us each step of this 

year. Gracious Lord, open the eyes of our hearts that we 

may see you more clearly today. Amen

Opening Prayer



I wandered away, all on my own.

I am lost and afraid, so alone.

Oh, where is the one to care for me?

In the empty hills, the barren hills,

the lonely hills of Bethlehem.

I am far away from home, why did I roam?

Do you hear the call of wolves?

They howl and bay.

Oh, where is the one to rescue me?

In the empty hills, barren hills of Bethlehem.

My dear little lost lamb,

I have found you at last.

Come with me and see the wonders,

What a wonderful great star!

Do you hear the angels singing?

Message of the joy they bring?

In the shining hills, in the happy hills, of Bethlehem!

CHORUS:

Star in the sky,

Beautiful light

Now angels sing Alleluia! Alleluia!

Lost Lamb
Composed and played by Dr. Naumoff

Sung by Dr. Kang



Responsive Reading: Psalm 121

I will raise my eyes to the mountains; From where will my help come?

My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

He will not allow your foot to slip; He who watches over you will not slumber.

The Lord is your protector; The Lord is your shade on your right hand.    

The sun will not beat down on you by day, nor the moon by night.

The Lord will protect you from all evil; He will keep your soul.    

The Lord will guard your going out and your coming in. 

From this time and forever.

Amen!



Remember how the Lord your God led 

you all the way in the wilderness these 

forty years, to humble and test you in 

order to know what was in your heart, 

whether or not you would keep his 

commands. 

Deuteronomy 8:2-3



He humbled you, causing you to 

hunger and then feeding you with 

manna, which neither you nor your 

ancestors had known, … 



… to teach you that man does not 

live on bread alone but on every 

word that comes from the mouth 

of the Lord.



Psalm 23

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads 

me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul. He 

guides me in paths of righteousness for his 

name's sake. 

Even though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are 

with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort 

me. 



You prepare a table before me in the presence of 

my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup 

overflows. 

Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days 

of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD 

forever. 



A New Beginning with the Lord



It was God

Looking back at 2022, we realize that God has carried us through.

Then Samuel took a stone, set it up…and named it Ebenezer, saying, 

“Thus far the Lord has helped us.” 

1Samuel 7: 12



• God is our Lord—trust in Him.

It is God.
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• God cares for us—commit to Him.

It is God.
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• God helps us—walk along with Him.

It is God.



Community Prayer

Almighty Father, how grateful we are for Your gift of this day and 

a new year, with its promise of new beginnings.  Help us value 

each moment, keeping You front and center in all that we do.  

This is a good time for reflection, as we think about the past year 

and what we want to do differently moving forward.   You surely 

have plans for us. Help us keep that as our focus, as we walk each 

day with you.  Amen



This moment is holy and I hear You calling

I turn my face towards You; 

my heart is open

You’re always pursuing 

and my life’s surrendered

You have my affection.

In blessing, in sorrow, in the ordinary

Whatever the cost is, You’re always worthy

My heart’s cry and my whole life 

is for Your glory

You have my attention.

Let My Life Be Worship

So let my life be worship

And let my heart stay true

May my love never grow cold

May it burn forevermore

May my life be worship to You.



We give thanks for this wonderful, 
generous community of faith.  

Offering and Doxology
UM Hymnal 95 



Benediction
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