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Sunday, September 21, 2025

Culmore 
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Welcome and 
Good Morning!
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Welcome and Announcements
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Irma Zaleski  is one of Canada's 

most popular spiritual writers. In 

her book Who Am I, she draws 

deeply from personal experience 

to talk about who we are in God, 

and who we were meant to be. 





Responsive Reading: Psalm 139: 1-10, 23-24

O LORD, you have searched me and you know me. You know when 

I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. 

You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar 

with all my ways. Before a word is on my tongue you know it 

completely, O LORD. 

You hem me in—behind and before; you have laid your hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain. 



Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your 

presence? 

 If I go up to the heavens, You are there.  If I make 

   my bed in the depths,  You are there. 

     If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side 

     of the sea, even there your hand will guide me, your right hand 

     will hold me fast. 



Search me, God, and know my heart. 

     Test me and know my anxious thoughts.

See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me

in the way everlasting.

   O LORD, you have searched me and you know me.



Opening Prayer

Dear God, 

How we wish we knew ourselves as well as You know us. But our 

knowledge is limited… so very limited, and it frustrates us.  How 

we long to understand and have all our questions answered.

Lord, help us not be discouraged when we can’t see how all the 

pieces fit.  If we can lean into love, we will grow our knowledge, 

our heart, our understanding.  

Walk with us, Lord, and let us not be discouraged. Amen



How Great Thou Art

UMH 77



We cannot consider the meaning 

of the mystery of God without, 

at the same time, considering 

the meaning and purpose of our 

own existence.





Who am I?



What’s at my center? 

 

 
 

 



Nicodemus



Nicodemus

Important relationships – (Parents, 
Children)
He was probably married with children; his 
family would have been devout.

Personal characteristics
He was respected. Would have been seen as 
a conformist. 

Job titles
He had at least two: He was a pharisee. He 
was a member of the ruling council. 



Nicodemus

Things you like & do
Liked all things related to the temple and 
was interested in different worldviews. 

Values
Centered around the laws of Judaism and 
the teachings of the Torah and Tanakh. 

Religious beliefs
The Jews were God’s chosen people and 
holiness revolved around observance of the 
Law



Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, 

a leader of the Jews.  He came to Jesus late at 

night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 

teacher who has come from  God; for no one 

can do these signs that you do apart from the 

presence of God.”

 

John 3: 1-9



The Pharisees asked the temple guards, “Why didn’t you 

bring Jesus with you?

“No one ever spoke the way this man does,” the guards replied.
      

 “You mean he has deceived you also?” the Pharisees retorted.

“You don’t see any of the rulers or the Pharisees believing in him, 

do you?   No!   It’s only this crowd, that knows nothing of the law, that is 

taken in by him.”

John 7: 46-52



Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier 

and who was one of their own number, 

asked, “Does our law condemn a man 

without first hearing him to find out 

what he has been doing?”



Nicodemus, who had first come to Jesus 

at night, came now in broad daylight.  

He brought a mixture of myrrh and 

aloes, weighing about a hundred 

pounds. He and Joseph took Jesus’ body 

and wrapped it with the spices in strips 

of linen, according to Jewish burial 

customs.

John 19: 39-40



Come and speak to us, come and renew us
Come and live through us, Emmanuel.
Grace to implore us, ever before us
Come and restore us, Emmanuel.

Once mercy found us, still You astound us
Hold and surround us, Emmanuel.
Living inside us, faithful to guide us
Cover and hide us, Emmanuel.

Love that begins us, pardons and wins us
Come and reign in us, Emmanuel.
Come and speak to us, fill and renew us,
Come and live through us, Emmanuel.

Come Emmanuel – W& S  3130



Community Prayer

Gracious Father, sometimes we like to enjoy taking credit 

for our successes in life and attribute them to ourselves 

and our talents, etc.  What we can take responsibility for 

is making choices, and what we decide to do with what 

You have given us.  



We also need to be sure to ask You, Father, 

for Your guidance and wisdom in making all 

of those choices.  Together we can build 

lives for ourselves that represent all of 

the good things You plan for us.  
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We give You thanks and praise that You have shown us this 

is the way to have successful lives which we feel have value 

and don’t regret. We want to have lives that have value to 

Your kingdom and to others to whom we want to show Your 

love and grace.  AMEN  



We give thanks for this wonderful, 
generous community of faith.  

Offering and Doxology
UM Hymnal 95 



Doxology - UM Hymnal 94 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise God the source of all our gifts!

Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifts!

 Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!



Benediction

Art by Kim DeGroat



Important 
Relationships 

Personal 
Characteristics

Job Titles

Things You  
like & do 

Personal 
Values

Religious 
Beliefs

What’s at my center?

 Having a center 

provides gives us a 

template for living our 

lives.

It’s also a puzzle for us to 

discern:  who am I?  What 

is the center of my life?  

Where do I stand?
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