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Sunday, July 17, 2022

Culmore 
United Methodist Church

Welcome and 
Good Morning!

Photo by Rosemary Reed





1 Corinthians 1: 20b: 

“Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?”



John 3:16

For God so loved the world that he gave 

his only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believes in him should not perish, but 

have eternal life.
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Change my heart, oh God

Make it ever true.

Change my heart, oh God

May I be like You.

You are the potter;

I am the clay.

Mold me and make me,

This is what I pray.



Cheap grace…

Costly grace…

Dietrich Bonhoeffer

1906 - 1945



Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you 

has a grievance against someone.    Forgive as the Lord 

forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love,

which binds them all together in perfect unity.

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body

you were called to peace. And be thankful….

And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all 

in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father

through him.

Opening Prayer

Loving God,

Save us from thinking Your grace is cheap. Your grace is free, but it 

will cost us everything, for our lives won’t be the same, once we turn to 

you. To accept this gift of grace beyond price will require us to live 

changed lives, changed priorities, changed hearts.  

But when we do change our lives and commit to being doers of Your 

word and not hearers only, what true riches will be ours as we grow in 

relationship with you.  Change our hearts, O Lord, and make us truly 

Thine.  Amen.
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Romans 5: 18; 6: 1-4

Just as one trespass resulted in condemnation 

for all people, so also one righteous act 

resulted in justification and life for all people.
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What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace 

may increase? By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in 

it any longer? ...Just as Christ was raised from the dead 

through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 



.

Responsive Reading - James 1: 19-23

Let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to anger.

For human anger does not produce God’s  righteousness.

So get rid of all that is wrong in your life, both inside and out, 

and humbly be glad for the wonderful message we have received...

For it is able to save our souls, as it takes hold of our                      

hehearts. 



.

But be doers of the word and not merely hearers who deceive

themselves…

For those who …persevere, being not hearers who forget,

but doers who act—they will be blessed in what they do.



“I will have no right to participate in the reconstruction of 

Christian life in Germany after the war if I do not share the 

trials of this time with my people.”   

Dietrich Bonhoeffer - 1939



Cheap grace is the mortal enemy 

of our church. 

Cheap grace is the grace we 

bestow on ourselves...

it is grace without discipleship....

Dietrich Bonhoeffer



Cheap grace means grace as bargain-basement 

goods, cut-rate forgiveness, cut-rate comfort, 

cut-rate sacrament. 

It is grace without a price and without cost.

It mean that a Christian should live the same 

way the world does.  In  all things, a Christian 

should go along with the world and not venture to 

live a different life under grace from that under sin!



Cheap grace  is the preaching of forgiveness 

without requiring repentance.

Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, 

grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, 

living and incarnate.



Costly grace is the gospel which must 

be sought again and again. 

It is the gift which must be asked for.

It is the door at which we must knock. 

It is costly because it costs us our 

life, and it is grace because it gives 

us the only true life.



Costly grace is the call of Jesus Christ at which the disciple leave their nets 

and follows him. 

Costly grace is the treasure hidden in the field. For the sake of it,         

one will go and sell all that one has. 

Costly grace is, above all, costly because it was costly to God. It costs God 

the life of God’s Son.  Nothing can be cheap to us which is costly to God. 



Again, the kingdom of heaven 

is like a merchant seeking 

beautiful pearls, who, when he 

had found one pearl of great 

price, went and sold all that he 

had and bought it.

Matthew  13: 45-46





Community Prayer

LORD Jesus, how often do we find ourselves like the Rich Young Ruler, 

setting limits on how much we bring to You.  There are some things we just 

don’t want to give up.  Maybe we want to hold onto all the things we think 

make us look successful in the eyes of others, or important relationships.  

LORD, when we are tempted to withhold anything from You, bring to our 

recollection how much You sacrificed for us, when we were so lost and 

unworthy, to make it possible for us to experience the fullness of God’s 

grace!   AMEN



In your love make us whole

May we rest in your compassion.

Calm the lost weary soul

In the warmth of your love.

May your peace fill our hearts,

May we know the love of Jesus.

By your grace you console

Make us holy, make us whole.

Make Us Holy, Make Us Whole

Bind up the wounds of our soul,

Comfort the lonely and lost,

With the strength of your great Spirit.

Nourish the hungry in need,

Strengthen the faith of the poor

With the hope of your Salvation
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We give thanks for this wonderful, 
generous community of faith.  

Offering and Doxology
UM Hymnal 95 



Benediction


