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Sunday, March 13, 2023
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Welcome and 
Good Morning!
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Getting Right

With God





We are only as blind 

as we want to be.
– Maya Angelou

There are none so blind as those 

who WILL themselves

not to see.



Opening Prayer
Dear God,

Sometimes we just don’t want to listen to You.  Sometimes 

we want to shut our ears because we don’t like what we are 

hearing.   Sometimes we want to pretend we didn’t hear, so 

that we don’t have to change.   We’d rather do things our way 

and then tell ourselves that that is what you want. 

Open us to Your truth, Father.  Help us LISTEN UP when you 

speak.  AMEN



Open my eyes, that I may see

glimpses of truth thou hast for me;

place in my hands the wonderful key

that shall unclasp and set me free.

Silently now I wait for thee,

ready, my God, thy will to see.

Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!

Open My Eyes – UMH   454 



Open my ears, that I may hear

voices of truth thou sendest clear;

and while the wave notes fall on my ear,

everything false will disappear.

Silently now I wait for thee,

ready, my God, thy will to see.

Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine!



Open my mouth and let me bear

Gladly the warm truth everywhere

Open my heart and let me prepare

Love with thy children thus to share.

Silently now I wait for thee,

ready, my God, thy will to see.

Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!

Art by Sue Carroll



Responsive Reading – Alan Paton

O Lord, open my eyes that I may see the needs of others.

Open my ears that I may hear their cries.   

Open my heart so that they need not be alone.



Let me not be afraid to defend the weak because of the anger 

of the strong, nor afraid to defend the poor because of the 

anger of the rich.

Show me where love and hope and faith are 

needed and use me to bring them to those places.

And so open my eyes and my ears that I may this day do 

some work of peace for You.



Luke 8: 4-15  Parable of the Sower

A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed,

some fell along the path. It was trampled on, and the birds ate it up.



Some seed fell on rocky ground.  When it came up, 

the plants withered because they had no water.

Other seed fell among thorns that grew up with it 

and choked the plants.



Still other seed fell on good soil.  

It came up and produced a crop 

100 times more than was sown. 



“What does this parable mean?” 

asked the disciples. 



SEED FALLS ON PATH – GETS EATEN BY BIRD – NO HARVEST



SEED FALLS ON PATH – GETS EATEN BY BIRD – NO HARVEST

SEED FALLS ROCKS – SPROUTS, WILTS, DIES. – NO HARVEST



SEED FALLS ON PATH – GETS EATEN BY BIRD – NO HARVEST

SEED FALLS ROCKS – SPROUTS, WILTS, DIES. – NO HARVEST

SEED FALLS IN WEEDS – SPROUTS, CHOKES,  – NO HARVEST



SEED FALLS ON PATH – GETS EATEN BY BIRD – NO HARVEST

SEED FALLS ROCKS – SPROUTS, WILTS, DIES. – NO HARVEST

SEED FALLS IN WEEDS – SPROUTS, CHOKES,  – NO HARVEST

SEED FALLS ON FERTILE SOIL – FLOURISHES – BUMPER CROP!



SAME SEED, SAME BAG, SAME POTENTIAL



Jesus said: “Let anyone 

with ears to hear, let 

them  listen!” 





John 9: 13-34 

They brought to the Pharisees the man 

who had been blind.  Now the day on 

which Jesus had made the mud and 

opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 

Therefore, the Pharisees asked him:  

“How did you receive your sight?”

The man said, “He put mud on my eyes, 

and I washed,  and now I see.” 



Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, 

for he does not keep the Sabbath.”  

But others asked, “How can a sinner do such miraculous 

signs?” 



So they were divided. Finally they turned 

again to the blind man:  “What have you to say

about him? It was your eyes he opened.” 

“He is a prophet,” the man replied.



The Jews still did not believe that he had been blind 

and had received his sight,  so they sent for the  

man’s parents.

“Is this your son? Is this the one you say was born 

blind? How is it that now he can see?



“We know he is our son, and we know he was 

born blind. But how he can see now, or who 

opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him.   

He is of age; he will speak for himself…” 



The Pharisees summoned the man born blind a second time: 

“Give glory to God.  We know this man is a sinner.”

The blind man answered, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. 

One thing  I do know.  I was blind, but now I see!” 



The Pharisees demanded, “What did he do to you? 

How did he open your eyes?”

The blind man responded, “I have told you already 

and you did not listen.    Why do you want to hear it 

again? Do you want to become his disciples, too?”



Then they hurled insults at him and said, 

“You are this fellow’s disciple! We are 

disciples of Moses! We know that God 

spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow,       

we don’t even know where he comes from.” 



“You were steeped in sin at birth. How dare you lecture us!”  

And they threw him out. 



Jesus said: “Let anyone 

with ears to hear, let 

them  listen!” 



Jesus said: “Let anyone 

with ears to hear, let them 

listen!” 



Anyone who 

heals on the 

sabbath 

cannot be 

Godly!



There must have been 

some deception, 

trickery or slight of 

hand… 



Let’s get him to admit that
his healer is a sinner! 



Maybe it’s time 

to deny the 

obvious—and 

claim that it is 

impossible.



“I came into this world for 

judgment so that those who 

do not see may see, and 

those who do see may 

become blind.” 



Hearing and seeing, 

as Jesus described 

it, prepares the 

fertile ground for 

the seed of God’s 

word to take root 

and bear fruit.



Those who have ears to hear, 

let them hear. 



Community Prayer

All gracious and glorious Father, 

So often we find ourselves challenged when faced with Your truth. We 

want to see things our way and not necessarily Your way. 

Father, help us instead to stay so closely entuned with Your will and 

Your ways, that our spirits feel checked when we move outside the paths 

You want us to follow. We need to keep our eyes, ears, and hearts always 

open for Your gentle instructions on what to do.   Amen



We give thanks for this wonderful, 
generous community of faith.  

Offering and Doxology
UM Hymnal 95 





Benediction

Art by Kim DeGroat
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