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Happy Birthday, Virgiel

Once again it's your birthday. Once again the time is here.

What a loving gift from Jesus, He has given you one more year.

Happy time is your birthday, happy time this year.

What a loving gift from Jesus, He has given you one more year.

Oh happy birthday to you, oh happy birthday to you.
For you have Jesus Christ everyday of your life.
Oh happy birthday to you, oh happy birthday to you.

The Lord bless and keep you.
Happy birthday to you. And to Jesus with you.

God bless you and keep you. Happy birthday to you.
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Just a Little Talk with Jesus — Worship & Song 3107

| once was lost in sin, but Jesus took me in
And then a little light from heaven filled my soul

It bathed my heart in love and wrote my name above

And just a little talk with Jesus made me whole

(Now let us) Have a little talk with Jesus

(Let us) Tell Him all about our troubles

(He will) Hear our faintest cry

(And He will) Answer by and by

(Now when you) Feel a little prayerful yearning
(As your) Heart unto heaven is turning

(You will) Find a little talk with Jesus makes it right.
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The Importance of Being Centered

Uncentered
Hub

Centered
Hub

Smoothly turning Wobbly wheel
wheel



Being CENTERED IN GOD

helps the wheels turn smoothly.



Matthew 6: 25-34

Do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink;

or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more

than food, and the body more than clothes?




Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap
or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father

feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?




Can any one of you by worrying add

a single hour to your life? And why

do you worry about c!

ot]

nes?

See how the flowers of the field

grow. They do not labor or spin.

Yet I tell you that not even Solomon

in all his splendor was dressed like

one of these.
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If that is how God clothes the grass of

the field, will he not much more clothe

you—you of little faith?

So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we
eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What
shall we wear?’ Your heavenly Father

knows that you need them.



But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness,

and all these things will be given to you as well.

Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow

will worry about itself.




Deuteronomy 6:5

Love the LORD your God
with all your heart

with all your soul

and with all your strength.



Matthew 22: 37

Love the Lord your God with all your heart

and with all your soul and with all your mind.




Opening Prayer
Dear Lord,
What can we do to be centered in you? We talk about doing this, but then

find ourselves doing something different...especially when life's challenges

knock us off balance

Father, how can we remain centered in you? So many things pull us of f
course. Keep us attuned to your constant presence in our lives and help us

see your hand at work in the world. Make us faithful disciples, dedicated to

following you. Amen



What we actually need is...
the striving and struggling

for some goal worthy of us.

—Viktor Frankl




Rev. Dr. William (Bobby) McClain
1938 - 2020

Intercultural Immersion
within the Gullah-
Geechee Culturdl
Heritage Corridor of
the United States.




Gullah-Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor

The Gullah-Geechee Cultural S

Heritage Corridor is a federal
National Heritage area in the
United States along its

southeastern coast, stretching

from North Carolina to
Florida.
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Mother Emmanuel AME Church



Gullah Bible



Sometimes God speaks to us when we
don't even know it is God. I think God
has many ways of speaking to us and not

only in words that we hear with our ears.

I think God speaks to our hearts and
minds, and sometimes God's message

has nothing to do with words




Do You Need Me? James Dillet Freeman

You cannot see Me, yet I am the light you see by.
You cannot hear Me, yet I speak through your voice.

You cannot feel Me, yet I am the power at work in your hands.

I am at work, though you do not understand My ways.
I am at work, though you do not recognize My works.

I am not strange visions. I am not mysteries.



Only in absolute stillness, beyond self, can you know Me as T am,

and then, but as a feeling and a faith.

Yet I am there. Yet I hear. Yet I answer.

When you need Me, T am there.

Even if you deny Me, I am there.
Even when you feel most alone, I am there.
Even in your fears, I am there.

Even in your pain, I am there.




I am there when you pray and when you do hot pray.

I am in you, and you are in Me.

Only in Me does the world have meaning.

I am assurance. I am peace. I am oneness.

Though you fail o find Me, I do not fail you. My faith in
you hever wavers, because I know you, because I love you.

Beloved, I am there.




Community Prayer

Gracious Father,

We give You thanks and praise for Your precious promise that we
will be become new creations through accepting the gift of the life of
our LORD Jesus Christ. The value of that gift is indescribable and
calls for an equally immeasurable response on our part—everything

we are and have.



What a contrast that is to our human desire to make ourselves the
center of everything, instead of keeping You at the center of our lives.
But when we do that, we lose the opportunity to be new creatures in
Christ Jesus. We can’t do both.

Help us to constantly make the choices that keep us centered in Your
will, not ours. Our lives need to be a step-by-step process to go where

You want us to be, LORD! Amen



qu:cring and Doxologg
UM Hymnal 95

We give thanks for this wondcrfuL

generous community of faith.




Whatever You do -- WS 3128

Whatever you do to the least ones of these,

I tell you in truth that you do unto mel"

Lord Jesus, you taught us! May we learn anew

That when we serve others, we also serve you.

When poor, waiting children pray hunger will end,

When those long-forgotten cry out for a friend,

When thirsty ones whisper, "O Lord, where are you?" —

We hear, in their longing, that you're calling, too.
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